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           Greetings to the Akron Association 

     After a quiet December, Northeast Ohio was 

blanketed in snow these past couple of weeks. The 

winter solstice may be a recent memory, but the 

landscape has become a winter wonderland as it 

should be for January. The beautiful snowfall, the 

evergreen branches draped in white and the pristine 

fields in all their splendor precipitated a conversation 

between my wife and I. Jokingly, we said, “Let’s get 

the Christmas tree back out.” Now, I am not about to 

do that, but we are enjoying now what we missed at 

Christmas. You don’t have to dream about it, just 

look out your front window. 

     Here in Canton, one of our snowfalls measured 

thirteen inches. I heard it was one of the top ten 

snowfalls within a twenty-four-hour period for our 

area. This particular snowfall left an impression on 

me as it was so white, so fresh and so clean. It 

brought to my mind the verse, “Come now, let us 

settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though your sins 

are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” 

(Isaiah 1:18) 

     When the Lord says He can change our sins from 

scarlet to white as snow, He is saying I can do the 

impossible. God can do what we cannot do for     

ourselves. A cloth stained or dyed red stays red. But  

regardless of the stain of our sins, the Atonement of 

Jesus Christ can make us pure again if we repent. 

That is the beauty of this verse. We can become 

righteous through the shed blood of the sacrificial, 

perfect lamb of God. As Matthew 19:26 states, “With 

man this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible.” 

     This verse in Matthew has become the theme 

verse for Full Devotion - FBC Canton for 2022. It too 

refers to the impossibility of man to save himself but 

with God all things are possible. We recognize the 

last two years have been difficult and challenged us 

in ways we have not been challenged before. 

     Our faith requires us to believe God is and God 

will do what we think might be impossible. His 

Church has faced the impossible in the past but yet 

still exists today. 

     May we as Christians, as Churches of an          

Association, draw upon the strength of the Holy Spirit 

to guide and direct us on a path of renewal, revival, 

and rebirth. Let us share the Gospel message with a    

renewed sense of hope and empowerment. God can 

and God will do the impossible in accordance with His 

will. Let us trust Him and exercise our faith. 

Pastor Kevin Thomas 
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Goodbye 2021, Welcome 2022 
 
     God is amazing and the gift of Jesus is our reason 

to believe in a better future. 

     Saying goodbye to 2021 was easy for most of us, 

the Covid Pandemic has changed the entire world as 

we know it, but for God’s chosen people, hope moves 

us forward. We are not exempt from trouble but if we 

tie ourselves securely to the rock that never moves, 

never changes or weakens, we have a place waiting 

for us that exceeds all our dreams and expectations, 

a forever home in heaven. 

     First Baptist went from no weekly services to   

outside parking lot services. There was a learning 

curve with equipment, but succeed we did. What a 

Blessing to see those cars in the parking lot with  

smiling happy faces shining thru the windshields. 

Wearing masks, people walked in the parking lot 

waving, greeting, and grateful for the chance to once 

again gather and worship. Pastor Paul adapted to his 

new outside venue and the sermons were received 

with joy and thanks. 

     Pastor Paul also started a monthly newsletter. 

They went  by  mail  and  on  the internet.  He           

encouraged us and provided support by the written 

Word. God’s message was not stopped by Covid it 

simply adapted to our new circumstances. 

     Shortly after services resumed inside, we         

celebrated with an outside picnic. Everyone was    

invited, members and neighbors. On the front lawn of 

our church there were balloons, bubbles, games, hot 

dogs, popsicles, cupcakes, chips, and cold drinks. We 

wanted everyone to know that First Baptist was alive, 

well, and thriving.  

     Masks, social distancing, and carefully prepared 

refreshments did not stop the fun or our celebration. 

The sun shined on God’s people as they celebrated 

openly at His house. The community also came, and 

we met some neighbors. We smiled and I am       

confident God did too. 

     Our Food Distribution continues! There have been 

changes in leadership, but we continue to serve our 

community.  We went to an outside pick-up for    

everyone's safety and even bagged food in shifts to 

keep our volunteers healthy. Although numbers have 

decreased from pre-covid we still supply food to 

those in need. We see new faces every month and 

know many by sight and by name, proving that God 

provides if we supply the hands. 

     November was an exciting month; we held our 

first ever Prayer Vigil.  We opened our Sanctuary for 

eight hours of continuous prayer. We thanked God by 

reading scriptures, singing, and playing instruments, 

there was corporate and individual prayer. Giving 

thanks, being grateful was the theme. There were 

dedicated time slots for prayer, everyone was       

encouraged to use this time to praise and worship in 

their own way. Communion was also available for  

anyone that wanted to partake.  

     We had a six-foot  

wooden cross in  the    

Sanctuary so that anyone  

could write a prayer request 

or note to God and leave it 

on the cross.  At the end of 

Vigil, Pastor Paul took our 

requests outside, and we 

watched as he sent them as 

a burnt offering directly to 

heaven. The ashes were later spread in our         

community garden area. Next year’s crops should be 

amazing! We hope to make this a regular event. 

     Our long-time friend and Secretary Deb Schmidt 

has moved with her family to Tennessee. This was a 

hard decision for them, but her husband Dan was 

presented with an amazing job opportunity. We wish 

them the very best and know that they will be a   

benefit   to   any   church   they choose  in  their new   

(See Akron First, Page 6) 
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  Missions in the Midst of this World-wide Pandemic 

     I don't know about you, but I am thanking God 

for 2022 and what He continues to do among His  

children. Reaching back to move forward, many of 

our missionaries are finding new, strategic ways to    

continue acknowledging God's call in their midst.   

Peter & Sarah McCurdy continue in Mexico. The   

challenges are many and they ask for our prayers. In 

November, Debbie Witmer (IM's Global Coordinator 

for Missionary Kids), came to the McCurdy’s home for 

three days to work with them and families in an effort 

to assist them through the grief process, in an effort 

to give them the tools as they transition to Mexico. 

May God bless Debbie, the McCurdys, and the     

Seminary in Mexico. 

     As the AB Women's ministry continues to 

"mentor" young girls and women in their faith, love 

and ability to give, it is an awesome blessing that 

they are remembering those that are suffering from 

natural disasters, illness and loss. While that has   

appeared to be the theme throughout 2021, we are 

encouraged and find our hope in the gospel, "good 

news" of Jesus Christ. Let not one of us "be weary in          

well-doing … (Gal. 6:9a)" The women's calendar is 

ready: Jan. 20, 2022 - Tending to Our Souls;       

February 3, 2022 -Vulnerable Youth: Identifying  

Predators and Protecting Children; February 17, 2022 

- Empowering Seniors (sounds good to me!);  March 

3, 2022 - Identifying and Managing Bullying Behavior; 

land March 17, 2022 - Sustaining Sisterhood. Praise 

God for the Women and their wisdom regarding   

children and seniors! 

     One Great Hour of Sharing has continued to be a 

mighty force in providing resources to those who lost 

everything due to the recent tornadoes and natural 

disasters. These disasters span from Arkansas,     

Mississippi, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and     

Illinois. If ever a time where we, believers, can      

visualize hearing the voice of God, it is through these 

natural calamities that are affecting everyone    

worldwide. Prayer is in order for all areas mentioned 

and for the contributed world-wide pandemic. We will 

witness a paradigm shift in our faith and practice as 

we together "call on the Name of our Lord" together 

(2 Chron. 7:14; Jer. 33:3, Ro. 10:1-9). 

     We as American Baptist Association Churches are 

not only grieving for the communities mentioned but 

we also were grief struck with the loss of our friend, 

pastor and co-worker Rev. Denny McDonald. We 

mourn his loss together and pray for all families, his 

in particular, during this time. Loss is never easy. I 

am always reminded that God never promised "ease." 

God promised that he would be "with us," and never 

leave us … Joshua 1:9 and Heb. 13:5. We rest on 

God's promises while acknowledging the pain and 

turning it over to the one who will bring Comfort 

(John 14:24-26). 

     Let's pray one and all! God will hear us and he will 

answer!   

Rev. Dr. Alicia J. Malone 

Akron Area Association Missions Chair 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjKp6D-o8HWAhWIRyYKHdxcDUsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatchristianswanttoknow.com%2Fbible-verses-about-prayer-20-important-scripture-quotes-2%2F&psig=AFQjCNGaS3


 

4 

  Bondage Breakers, Inc. 
 
 

    

 

 

 

    “New in 22" 

     After nearly two years of dawning the doors of the 

Ohio State Prisons, we are excited to announce that 

we are, once again, invited to share the gospel of  

Jesus Christ, "behind the walls, in the prisons" where 

Christ boldly proclaims: ..."I was in prison and you 

came to see about me (Mt. 25:36ff).”  Yes, in 2022, 

we are going to do some things new. The newness 

has everything to do with aligning ourselves with the 

will of God and the state’s COVID-19 strictures put in 

place. 

     I am reminded of Daniel in the lions den (Daniel 

6). I am reminded of Shadrach, Meshach and     

Abednego in Daniel Chapter 3. I am reminded of   

Moses, Joshua, Deborah, Gideon, the 12 disciples and 

Jesus. Each, followed the call given  by God. Yes, it is 

time to be "new" in "22." We are beginning with our 

old model, that is, sponsoring our Annual Strategic 

Planning Workshop on Saturday, February 19, 2022 

at 12 noon - 3:00p.m. For more information, if        

interested, contact the number below. 

     This year, the "new" additive is, we will have the 

ADM Board's  Executive Director as our keynote 

speaker. "New," we will have a "breakout session" 

with the mentors for Dads Matter. "New," yet old, we 

will have a traveling cadre preparation identifying the 

"new" manner in which we will enter the prisons; for 

example, for years we were permitted to bring in at 

least 10 persons; "new" orders, we will only be able 

to bring 4 to 5 persons inside for ministry service. 

There are faithful team members ready and willing. 

     We are not in the least upset. Why? Extending our 

vision, we can now rotate participating members 

which adds a "new" dimension to the traveling     

ministry. "New" to the "old" instead of visiting 10  

prisons throughout the calendar year, we have voted 

to limit exposure by visiting five institutions in 2022. 

Praise God ... the dates and times have already been         

established. 

     At the two and a half hour of the workshop, we 

will make a transition into our 1st quarterly Board 

Meeting. Some suggested topics will be "reclaiming 

community," "man-to-man" which is a wrap around  

service with Dads Matter. We will address the       

established 21st David S. Mosley Camp confirmed to 

be held at Camp Koinonia on July 29-31, 2022.  

     "New" … Dr. Malone will be  a speaker for         

Tri-State Bible College Southpoint, Ohio on March 24, 

2022  addressing the tenets of BBI with a focus upon    

helping the highly populated Appalachian Community 

and those riddled with alcohol and substance abuse 

issues. This is a very humbling invitation, of which I 

praise and thank God for.  

     God bless you all!  We solicit your prayers 

throughout the year! 

Rev. Dr. Alicia J. Malone 

Founder and Executive Director 

Bondage Breakers, Incorporated 

A Non-profit 503 © Organization 

330-701-0576 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is a time of celebrating the greatest 

gift, Jesus. BBI shared 2 gift cards with a client 

and his fiancé for Christmas 2021. 
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One Word  
by Rev. Jill A. Smith 

      

     By the time you read this you've probably already 

forgotten your New Year's resolution, if you made 

one at all. According to a study in 2016 only 41% of 

Americans make them and by the end of the year 

only 9% felt they were successful.  

      So what's the point?!? It sounds like setting New 

Year's resolutions is just setting yourself up for     

failure. But a New Year's resolution is just a goal and 

according to a 2015 Harvard Business study, people 

who set goals are 10 times more successful than  

people who don't set goals.  

     All right, now we're getting somewhere. Let's start 

by thinking of it as a goal for the new year. Now let's 

focus it a little bit more. In fact, let's take it all the 

way down to one word. That's right, ONE WORD. 

One single word that you will focus on for the rest of 

the year. 

     I started this back in 2016 and it's amazing how 

helpful it has been. I have to admit my first word that 

first year was all about me. I wasn't at a place where 

I could focus on other people.  

     You see, in September of 2015 I found out that 

my brother had taken his own life by suicide. I was 

devastated. Never in a million years would I have  

imagined something so horrible happening.  

     For the next three months I kept myself busy  

focusing on anything and everything except dealing 

with the hurt, pain and grief. I mean, I even took a 

stand-up comedy class and started performing   

stand-up comedy! If that's not a mid-life crisis I don't 

know what is!  

     By the time the end of 2015 was approaching I 

knew I needed to deal with things so I started   

thinking about a New Year's resolution but that 

sounded so overwhelming. That's when I read about 

the idea of having one word to focus on for the year.  

     That sounded doable. So I picked my One Word - 

Breathe. It probably sounds a little silly but there 

were days when breathing sounded like more than I 

could muster. I needed a daily reminder that when 

things  got to be too much, I needed to stop and take 

a breath.  

     I borrowed the word from the great American  

philosopher, Jimmy Buffet. He had written a song  

after Hurricane Katrina tore apart New Orleans called 

Breathe In, Breathe Out, Move On. It says... 

     I bought a cheap watch from a crazy man   

floating down canal, 

It doesn't use numbers or moving hands it always 

just says now. 

Now you may be thinking that I was had but this 

watch is never wrong, 

And if I have trouble, the warranty said ... 

Breathe in, breathe out, move on. 

     The problem for me, even with just one word, is 

that I'm very forgetful. But the one thing I never   

forget is my phone. So I put my One Word on the 

lock screen of my phone. Every time I picked up my 

phone I saw my word, my reminder - Breathe.  

     It worked. I made it through that year which   

included my dad having a stroke, which caused    

vascular dementia, realizing he would never be able 

to live outside a nursing home ... getting kicked out 

of a nursing home for being difficult. All the while 

continuing to do stand-up comedy. BREATHE! 

     By the end of 2016 I decided I needed to pick a 

word that helped me focus on quieting my life so I 

picked the word Peace. After so much turmoil, I   

needed to find peace. Again I put it on the lock 

screen of my phone. That has been essential for me.    

     After that, I decided to focus my word outward. I 

picked Blessing for 2018. So many people like to say 

they are blessed but that looks inward. I wanted to 

spend my year being a blessing to others. I went on    

in 2019 to pick Grateful and spend the year  showing 

gratitude.  

    (See One Word, pg. 6) 
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Euchre Nights:  We continue to hold our Euchre 

Nights on the first Saturday of the month from 6:30 

p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  All are invited to attend.  Bring a 

snack and a drink to share.  Join in the fun. 

     Trinity’s Impact Youth Group will hold a “Top 

Chef Competition” on Sunday, February 27th.  Each 

person attending will be able to sample a 3-course 

meal.  Tickets are $20.00 and are available from 

Stephanie Burns.  Funds raised will go to our       

missionaries Tim and Stacey Reese who will be    

present at the event.  Last day to purchase tickets 

will be February 20th. 

____________________________________________________ 

(Akron First, Continued from Page 2) 

location. With sad news there is good news as we 

welcome Trina Pearl to the Secretary position and 

look forward to the addition of her gifts to our church 

family.  

     The Scouts are going strong … not only have they   

continued this year, but we have added a new Troop. 

They have been a blessing to our church. 

     In 2021 the Pandemic raged, lives were lost,  

families were changed, problems occurred but my 

hope for you is that your faith grew. God is allowing 

this so we should be paying attention.  He is calling 

His sheep in from the pasture ... listen for His voice, 

draw closer to Him. This is not the time to follow the 

world but follow the one who died and shed His 

blood for you. There is one way, one path, one Son. 

     Welcome 2022! Everyone must change and 

adapt, choose love, peace, put aside pride, anger, 

prejudice. Pray, read the Bible and make the choices 

that accomplish God’s original plan for you. 

     To our brothers and sisters in Christ, be blessed.  
 

Submitted by Anita Stack 

 
(One Word, Continued from Page 5) 

       In a twist of irony, my Word for 2020 was     

Connect! Then a little thing called Covid  happened  

and the world shut down making connecting almost 

impossible. I made more phone calls and sent more 

text messages that year than ever before. I started 

doing Quarantine Quips, little devotions I posted on 

Facebook every Sunday, which connected me with 

more people.  

     My Word for 2021 was Reach. It was a reminder 

to reach out to others, lend a helping hand but also 

accept a helping hand. For some of us accepting 

help is very difficult. We need to remember that   

accepting help is accepting a blessing that someone 

else wants to bestow upon us.  

     As I type this, it is December of 2021 and I have 

no idea what my One Word will be for 2022. But as 

you read this, I have chosen my One Word with 

God's help because He already knows what 2022 will 

hold and how He'll use me.  

     I hope you consider choosing One Word for the 

year. It's not too late. Oh, and the next time you see 

me, ask to see my phone. My Word will be there. Or 

email me. You tell me your word and I'll tell you 

mine. 
  

jillasmith210@yahoo.com  

__________________________________________ 

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS 

     During the month of January, we welcomed four 

new members into our church fellowship:  David and 

Susan Claytor, Tiffany Manos, and Terri 

Scheetz.  We praise God for their decision to join our 

fellowship  and look forward to working  together as 

we all strive to serve our Lord and Savior.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjI2Kai_cHWAhUDKCYKHdw_DggQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainyquote.com%2Fquotes%2Ftopics%2Ftopic_inspirational.html&psig=AFQjCNGq93h2ZkF_IcX1iai1-pyXqaZySw&ust=15
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“Move It, Move It!” 

     Shhh… Don’t let anyone in on my secret… I enjoy 

watching cartoons and cartoon type movies. One of 

my favorite memories of growing up personally was 

Saturday mornings. My siblings and I were allowed to 

have cereal in the living room and watch Saturday 

morning cartoons. Bugs Bunny, Space Ghost, and my 

all-time favorite and maybe the best ever Saturday 

morning cartoon… The Amazing Spiderman. 

     When my children were growing up we watched 

VCR tapes of every Disney Movie on the market. At 

one time, I had every line of the Little Mermaid  

memorized and could sound a lot like Sebastian. Now 

I watch streaming videos of The Wild Krats with my 

grandchildren on PBS. Is it any wonder that a song 

from a cartoon movie came to mind when I sat down 

to write this article? 

     A week ago I discovered that our F-250         

plow truck had been stolen from the front parking lot 

of the Lodge. Yes, you read that correctly our truck 

and the plow attached to it was taken by unknown 

perpetrators. And that is the topic of my writing this 

morning. 

     The cartoon movie, Madagascar, has a scene that 

has always made me smile. The cartoon animals are 

dancing and singing a song called, “I Like to Move 

It.”  The Hippo dancing and singing always reminds 

me of… well … me … singing in the shower. Now that 

you have that visual in your minds (sorry about that), 

let me tell you why that song came to mind when our 

plow and truck was stolen. 

     Monday (today is Friday) we received nearly 30 

inches of snow at the camp. As the staff and some 

great friends were trying to clear the drives, parking 

areas and wood shed entrance, I began to giggle as 

that dancing hippo singing, I like to move it, move it 

popped into my head. Then a tear formed in the   

corner of my eye as I realized how nice it was to 

have a piece of equipment made to “move it, move 

it”. 

     Still today (Friday) we are working on clearing 

drives, parking and areas for the animals. We like to 

move it, move it has been running through my head 

all week.      

     As I have been moving snow, I have also been 

thinking of all of the other things we move at camp.  

We move hay. We move wood. We move water. We 

move wagons, hayrides and brush cutters. We move 

horses from field to field. We move food and we 

move archery equipment. But what we move more 

than anything else … we move campers.  

     Campers are moved from the front of the camp to 

the back of the camp. Campers move into the pool 

and out of the creek. We move campers into the 

woods and into the Ebenezer building. We move 

campers all over the camp, but our ultimate goal is to 

move campers to a “Changed Life”.  Our hope is that 

while campers move to and fro they experience the 

love of Jesus in a way that draws them into a deeper 

relationship with Christ.  I like to move them, move 

them … closer to a loving God, who wants them 

more than they could ever want to be wanted.   

     We need your help to “move it, move it.” We 

need some new equipment to do all of the moving. 

We have an opportunity for you to double your giving 

power and help us get a new tractor with snowplow 

to move it, move it. Yes, I wrote tractor and      

snowplow. While our truck was wonderful, a tractor 

with snow plow will not only move snow, it will allow 

us to move the list above and many other items. The   

tractor and plow will cost us nearly $40,000 dollars 

and your donations will be matched by a generous 

donor. That is correct. If, you give us $100 dollars 

toward the new equipment it will automatically     

become $200 ... if you give us $1,000 it becomes 

$2,000 and so on. To double your money, just 

write “Move It, Move It” on the memo line of 

your check. (All funds raised in the “Move, It, 

Move It” campaign will be used to purchase 

power equipment that will help in snow        

removal and moving other objects and people.) 

     While the snow will disappear, it looks like late 

June, our hope is that our moving of campers will 

continue year after year. Will you help us keep up the 

work we are doing and all of the moving we need to 

continue? Will you help us “Move It, Move It?” 

      Randy Brookes, Executive Director 
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ELT Meeting … March 14th  at  Full Devotion – 

FBC Canton … 6:30 pm 
 

Spring  Association Trustees Meeting … May 15, 

2022 at 3 pm. Place TBA.  
 

 

Spring Ark newsletter articles deadline: April 

22, 2022 

Elaine M. Jarvis 

The Ark Editor 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632

Winter 2022 

Association Website      

(aaa-abc.com)  

Facebook  

Akron Area Association of 

American Baptist Churches 

Koinonia Website  

(christiancampohio.org)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

The Ark Editor-  

Elaine M. Jarvis 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632 

Phone: 330-607-0226 

emjarvis37@gmail.com 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjM3PPIiJvVAhVD2yYKHUYYDVYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fchristian-inspiration%2F&psig=AFQjCNGcoc_pje7HqGIPkTm7wR2wF7lQ4g&ust=150075027227
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjMhLWWg5HgAhVVyYMKHfQ7B-AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.almanac.com%2Fcontent%2Ffirst-day-winter-winter-solstice&psig=AOvVaw3qNLOYJzY2X6cw2nS-laeB&ust=1548783

