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 MODERATOR’S MESSAGE 
 

      

 

 

 

Embracing Change 

     Every season exhibits change. In Ecclesiastes 3:1 

we find these words, “To every thing there is a    

season, and a time to every purpose under the  

heaven.” Fall signifies its change through the        

different colors we see on the leaves, cooler        

temperatures in the air and the harvesting of crops. 

Fall along with every other   season regularly reminds 

us to expect change. Often we don’t like it. Often we 

fight it every step of the way. But like it or not, the 

one constant in life is change. We all face changes 

every day and one thing we have learned about 2020 

is that change can happen more rapidly than we ever 

thought possible. 

      As a church, it’s important that we continue to 

ask God what he requires of us. Part of asking what 

he requires of us is asking the question, “What needs 

to change in us?” We take time to pray and ask for 

God’s leading. We take time to reflect and evaluate 

where we have been in order to know where we are 

heading? God calls us to holiness. God calls us to 

change.  Remember this, who we are in Christ is way 

more important than what we do for Christ. I would 

say it’s of utmost urgency for us to become more like 

Christ in our everyday living and that requires change 

in us. 

     Romans 12:1-2 says, “Therefore, I urge  you , 

brothers and   sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to   

offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and   

pleasing to God—this is your true and proper       

worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—His good,   pleasing and perfect will. “ 

      This year has been a year like none other in my 

27 years of professional ministry. Church leadership 

has been seeking God’s will for His church. We at 

FBC Canton, along with many of our sister churches,  

have embraced the digital opportunities God has   

given us with our streaming service, Zoom Bible 

Study and the expansion of our social  media       

ministry. We will continue to seek out new          

technology and opportunities. I sound a little bit like 

the Star Trek introduction, but in reality, we are    

going places and doing things we have never done 

before. In doing so, we recognize the message of 

God’s  love and His plan of redemption will never 

change  but  the  method  in  which  we  convey  it  

     (See Moderator, page 2) 
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(Moderator, Continued) 
 
absolutely will. This pattern has been happening for 

thousands of years and it will happen long after we 

have gone on to our heavenly reward.  May God’s 

Grace be with you always. 

 

 

Pastor Kevin K. Thomas,  

Association Moderator 

_______________________________________________      

Akron First Baptist      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“CHANGE, CHANGE, CHANGE” 

By Deb Schmidt, Akron First Secretary 

     For the past six months changes at First Baptist 

Church of Akron can compare to one of the wildest 

roller coaster rides at an amusement park! Just like so 

many other churches, we had to close our building all 

because of COVID-19. Not only could we NOT wor-

ship God in His house, we had to close our Food Pan-

try doors to the community. The doors also were 

closed to all the other groups that meet here on a 

weekly basis—all the Scouts, five separate AA Support 

Groups, Bible Studies, Youth Gatherings, Committee 

Meetings, ABWM—just to name a few. Weddings,  

Baby Showers, Voting Precincts and more had to be 

placed on hold. Our vocabulary has incorporated new 

terms, practices and equipment like “social distanc-

ing,” “face masks,” “sanitization,” “constant hand 

washing”—all because of COVID-19! 

     What can we do, but lift all the craziness up to 

God? He is our constant strength through times of 

change, as long as we allow Him to be. Feeling     

frozen, just like the dead of winter, spring and sum-

mer slowly has crept back in. Social distancing home 

visits have been made, congregation members have 

been checking on each other and many have come 

forward to volunteer for this, help with that, pray for 

all the above. The community garden opened, the 

church web-site was updated and strengthened, and      

messages made more known and available on that 

web-site. Updates are on the church’s street sign, 

phone messages, door signs, newsletters, post cards, 

and more. Scout groups have met outside and also 

some limited indoor areas. A Pandemic Food Distribu-

tion will soon take place as well.  On that up-swing, 

another change has been to hold our Sunday morning 

Worship Service in our huge church parking lot. What 

a glorious sight it is to see that parking lot filled with 

cars containing real people inside. Sometimes you see 

an occasional child sitting on top of their vehicle via 

the sunroof, hear a car horn instead of an “Amen,” or 

hear a couple of happy canine members bark their 

praises to God. Weather permitting, Pastor Paul   

Jackson, III is able to read scripture, pray and relay 

God’s Word. The Praise Team fills the morning air 

with song and music. Again, glorious and again, all 

because of COVID-19. Different, yes, but still        

God-filled. Change, but still with God despite of the 

craziness. If God brings you to it, He will bring you 

through it.  BEEP-BEEP, WOOF-WOOF, and AMEN! 
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     We are in between events, since the Leadership 

Academy graduation was two weeks ago and the  

Annual Gathering may be over before the ARK is   

published.  So I will just give you the following      

update... 

    Much like most of our churches, life in ABC Ohio 

has been relying on virtual platforms for the past 7 

months.  We’ve met virtually with Association Pastors’ 

groups, Region Board, search committees, and other 

groups of leaders.  The Advisory Committee on     

Ordination even interviewed an Ordination candidate 

in an online meeting during the summer.   

     Two recent online events stand out for me.     

The first was the American Baptist Women’s        

Ministries of Ohio Virtual Conference, held Saturday 

morning August 29.  We heard from missionary 

speakers Kit Ripley and Sarah and Peter McCurdy 

who joined us live on Zoom.  We received a report 

from Dayton Christian Center, welcomed greetings 

from International Ministries, and said farewell to  

outgoing ABWM Ohio President, Janet Souther-

land.  We installed new officers, and even sang the 

project song together to the tune of Onward Christian 

Soldiers.  Nearly 50 women  participated  from  the  

comfort of their own homes. 

     The second was the Ohio Leadership Academy 

2020 Virtual Graduation Service. Three graduates 

were recognized and received their certificates - 

Stephan Bloomfield of FBC Mount Gilead, Brian Snow 

of FBC Fredericktown, and Timothy Caldwell of Shiloh 

Baptist Church in Columbus.  All are currently serving 

in ministry positions in their churches.  40 students, 

faculty, family and friends participated in the online 

event. Following graduation, we held virtual          

orientation for the nineteen Academy students who 

are   preparing to begin the 2020-21 school year.  We 

are grateful that God has called and lifted up so many 

students to prepare to serve in ABC Ohio congrega-

tions.  For  more information about the Ohio      

Leadership Academy, visit the ABC Ohio website:            

abc-ohio.org. 

     Doing things in new ways is often challenging, but 

we have learned that when we are faithful, God 

makes us fruitful.  The churches of ABC Ohio remain 

in my prayers as you navigate the new ways of taking 

the Gospel to the world in the midst of a pandemic. 

 

   Blessings! 

 

   Jane Gibbons 

   Executive Minister for Program and Ministry              

   Development  
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  Bondage Breakers, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A Strange and Unusual Time” 

     We are living in crucial, pivotal times of both     

social and political upheaval. Our hearts cry out such 

as the prophet Micah cried out in Chapter 6 verse 8 

eons ago. It is true “there is nothing new under the 

sun (Ecc.3:1ff). And yet, as children of God, we are 

called daily, to “fight the good fight,” we are called 

“to wait and be of good courage, (Ps. 27:14)” we are 

called to be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord (I Co. 15:58). 

     Through the grace of God, many have found new 

and strategic was to “continue in the faith” and do 

ministry. Modernity has given us advantages that  

perhaps if we had never encountered COVID-19, we 

would not be aware and knows that the spirit of God 

moves in ways in which we cannot fathom! The   

message from Bondage Breakers, Incorporated is 

small and pithy. The message is “problem free” and 

undergirded with prayer and the power of the Holy 

Spirit given to “all” believers. What is the message? 

“We are glad you asked.” 

     Believe that whatever sustained us in years past 

will and can sustain us now. Let your spiritual 

“dreams and visions” flow that God can work in you 

both to will and do of His good pleasure (Phil 2:13). 

Look up (Psalm 121:1ff) and recognize our God, our 

Creator and our sustainer. We are to recognize that 

there is much work yet to do in His vineyard, in the 

midst of this pandemic season! 

     Let’s stay active, working for Christ sake!! Amen? 

Amen! 

 

     Bless you, 

     Rev. Dr. Alicia J. Malone 

     Bondage Breakers, Inc. Executive Director 

Rock Painting 

     Our Children’s Ministry Team is sponsoring an 

ongoing Rock Painting group.  Plans are to continue 

this activity as a specific ministry. We have joined 

the Northeast  Ohio  Rocks!  Facebook  group. Our  

painted rocks will be hidden and can be identified 

with the following hashtag … #rocksolidkids.  

  

Full Devotion -                              

FBC Canton 

Lunch Event 

    Families were invited 

to provide their own 

food  to be eaten at 

their vehicles in the 

church parking lot. After 

lunch, a rock painting 

activity was provided for 

the kids while others 

took advantage of the 

music, fellowship and 

games. Social distancing 

and other protocol  was   

practiced,  when it was         

needed.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimnv2g2sDWAhVH6yYKHbCKDAoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Frandalldsmith.com%2Fthe-god-who-is-there-romans-91-104%2F&psig=AFQjCNHdh3hjlApmwy8lKx7mxyR3MePG_A&ust=1506441462
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KOINONIA CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We Got to Open!!!!  

       In the midst of a year of uncertainty and ever 

changing circumstances, Koinonia Camp was able to 

run a shortened summer camp season. We were 

asked to prove how we would meet the 89 guidelines 

as specified by our local health department and have 

drawings of sleeping arrangements. We removed 

beds and mattresses to limit the number of campers 

in a room. And we set up outside handwashing     

stations and food serving lines. The hoops were 

many and the cautions were drastic but the campers 

were able to experience not only summer camp but 

the love of Christ expressed by their counselors.  

     The number of campers for 2020 was 134 at our 

programmed camps and only 1 rental group. To say 

the very least, this has been a difficult year for the 

camp when it comes strictly to numbers. We have 

seen multiple groups struggle with what is safe and 

isn’t safe, and most all of them have chosen to error 

on the side of caution and chosen not to use the 

camp. While, I support and understand their decision, 

I am heartbroken at the many lives who are missing 

the fellowship and regeneration that occurs. But we 

got to open! The low number of campers for the year 

has also created a large shortfall in our summer    

income. As we close up from our summer season we 

are   running   nearly  $150,000.00  dollars   behind 

 .    

      But, the year has not happened without many 

positive occurrences. For example, while camper 

numbers were down, the fellowship and bonding that 

occurred amongst the staff was second to none. I 

watched as life-long relationships were cultivated, 

while the Spirit called young people to go deeper in 

their faith, and while old folks like me, learned how 

to minister in new ways. The summer season’s     

success cannot be measured by the number of    

conversions or baptisms and may not be fully realized 

for many years – but the success of the summer can 

and will be seen in the lives of those who attended 

and served and found “normalcy,” “peace,” 

“strength,” and “love to face tomorrow” while dealing 

with a world that seemed out of control.  

     This summer’s success will not fully be realized 

until those teens and young adults who served or at-

tended are leading churches, businesses and homes. 

We will see the success of Summer Camp 2020 as we 

begin to see those who attended leading and building 

others up in Christ through their daily living, unafraid 

of the future because they have experienced life at 

its roughest and found Christ more than enough. 

These campers, counselors and staff, while few, will 

impact the world for Christ and that will be the full 

success of Camp 2020. In order to offset what looks 

to be a serious deficit, we are doing the following: 

1.  Winterizing all nonessential buildings and 

turning off all electrical power and shut-

ting down all heat sources. 

2.  Not replacing the vacated (by their choice) 

maintenance person or food service     

person. This will help to cut payroll but 

not drastically as both were part time   

positions. 

3.  We are changing the official office hours 

and decreasing the number of hours for 

our office personnel. 

 4. We are also looking at ways to adjust staff 

hours and add more availability for riding 

lessons and trail rides to raise more funds. 

5. We will also be sending out our annual 

fundraising letter with a special request to 

help us meet the budget. 

6. We have board members looking into grant 

writing possibilities. 

Ways to help: 
 Pray and ask God to supply our needs and teach 

us what makes up our needs. 

(Please See Koinonia, Pg 7) 

budgeted income. 
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    Missions “Still” Alive   

       It is such a blessing to witness this time of 

“difficulty” and “determination, as well as delight.” 

Reflecting upon some of the recent upheavals that 

have occurred over the past 120 days, our God is a 

God of equity, justice and truth. We as American 

Baptist can and are proud to be a part of the Call to 

Prayer, particularly addressing “Anti-Racism.”      

Matters concerning “dignity and respect” are upper 

most in the hearts and minds of our people. 

     There are race and justice forums that have    

taken place over the past few weeks in three of the 

American Baptist Regions. I recently attended a 

Zoom Conference sponsored by the Cleveland Baptist 

Association wherein the topics of the Power of Civil 

Engagement and Pulpit and Politics were the topics.  

     Without question across cultures, “there is a need 

for racial reconciliation.” We must stay connected. 

We must cultivate and we must enter into corporate 

change that imitates the very likeness of Christ. This 

is and has been the task of our missionaries down 

through the ages. The mission has not ended and 

will not until Christ returns. 

     We are always grateful for the Leadership of the 

American Baptist Home Missions Society. The tireless 

efforts and lengths that they have gone through to 

develop and empower leaders and expand their disci-

pleship ministries on a global scale is a blessing. (See 

the 2019 Annual Report). 

     The AB Women’s ministries sponsored an        

Addiction Webinar as of today (the date of this arti-

cle), wherein they are addressing the statistical reali-

ty of “over 20 million Americans over the age of 12 

have an addiction.” We are living in a “culture of   

crisis” for certain! We pray God riches blessing over  

this webinar TODAY.                                                                 

     Our prayer is that all of our missionaries are    

strategically finding ways to continue to share the 

good news of Jesus Christ in their respective com-

missions. We are praying for Pete and Sarah 

McCurdy. We are praying for the Reese’s. We are 

praying for every church and ministry that is able to 

give to the One Great Hour of Sharing. Damage and 

reconstruction in Puerto Rico and other areas are in 

great need of our support. Pray for any and all    

families across the globe that has been affected by 

COVID-19. 

God Bless, 
Dr. Alicia J. Malone 
ABA Missions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missionaries in Residence at First Baptist 

Church of Massillon. 

Tim and Stacy Reese 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYuZyllN_dAhXiV98KHcEoA_cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heholdsmyrighthand.com%2F2018%2F01%2Fchristian-quotes-inspirational-website.html&psig=AOvVaw2g2O3djtpG
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“Not Beyond Repair” 

      As many of you may know, we haven’t used the 

church organ for quite some time. The reason for 

this is simple – it has stopped working. Some     

component inside has either worn out or has been       

damaged or was faulty to begin with. Unfortunately, 

the organ company went out of business years ago, 

and replacement parts are no longer available. We 

called in one of the few remaining repairmen who 

will even look at a Baldwin organ for an expert opin-

ion, and he advised that it was unrepairable and 

should be disposed of or replaced.  

     How fortunate we are that our Creator hasn’t 

gone out of business or closed up shop! No matter 

how broken or worn out we are, or how badly we 

have been damaged, we have continual and         

immediate access to the Repairman who can fix our      

problems. We need to remember that even if our 

lives  are completely blown up, they can be repaired. 

God is a repairman who fixes shattered lives and 

makes them whole again. He repairs broken hearts, 

heals wounds, mends broken bones, straightens 

crooked limbs, repairs relationships, and restores 

places that disease has ravaged. He is the healer of 

hearts and the lover of your soul. He is the “the re-

pairer of the breach, the restorer of paths to dwell 

in" (Isaiah 58:12) and your greatest Friend.  

     Now I’m not saying that He will necessarily hand 

us a replacement part (a new “organ”?!), refurbish 

an old one or even make us as good as new 

(although He could, if He wanted to), but He sees no 

one as unrepairable or needing to be replaced or  

disposed of. His “fix” may not always remove or   

replace the problem part, but it will give us a way to 

deal with it or work around it so we can be fully 

functional (“whole”) again.  

     And the best part – the bill has already been 

paid! And our Repairman doesn’t turn us away or 

reject our business when the job becomes tough or 

looks impossible. The thing that we Christians   

mustn’t lose sight of is the fact that we have a Savior 

who    promises to never leave us nor forsake us. A 

cancer diagnosis? He’s right there with us. A       

devastating accident? He’s right there with us. The 

death of a loved one? He’s right there with us. A 

wayward child? He’s right there with us. A lost job? 

He’s right there with us. A bill that we don’t have the 

money to pay? He’s right there with us.  

     As you trust Him and take a stand to be true to 

Him, He will restore whatever it is that needs to be 

made whole again.  

     I don’t know what your broken parts may look 

like today. But they are not beyond repair. Call on 

the One who can fix them.  
 

Grace and peace,  

Pastor Steve Cope 

Trinity Baptist Church 

 

Editor’s Note: Article first printed in Trinity Baptist’s   

newsletter. Reprinted with permission. 

______________________________________________ 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjKp6D-o8HWAhWIRyYKHdxcDUsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatchristianswanttoknow.com%2Fbible-verses-about-prayer-20-important-scripture-quotes-2%2F&psig=AFQjCNGaS3
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(Koinonia, Continued) 

 If your church usually gives scholarships but did 

not need to give it this year – please think about 

sending the budgeted scholarship to camp. 

 Take up a special offering to go to the general 

fund. 

 Make an announcement of the camp’s need. 

     As I struggle to find an appropriate way to end 

this report / letter, I am reminded of another time not 

so long ago (2006) when I stood on the riser steps 

behind the lodge. As I stood staring out at the devas-

tation of a flooded creek, my mind knew that there 

was no chance of recovery. Then at that very spot a 

scripture verse came to mind (almost as if it were 

whispered in my ear).  

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) — 11 For I know the plans I 

have for you,” declares the LORD “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future. Never have I felt such peace and assurance 

as I did at that moment and the Lord has faithfully 

increased the ministry of  Koinonia Camp ever since.  

     I am not on the riser steps behind the Lodge, we 

are not facing the leftover issues of a flooded creek, 

but we are facing a situation that threatens the     

viability and life changing ministry that happens at        

Koinonia Camp. During this time, I will continue to 

follow Christ and know that He has great and mighty 

plans for me and the camp. Consider this your       

invitation to join Him in the work of moving the minis-

try forward during this time of upheaval. 

 

Eyes on the Prize 

Randy L. Brookes, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRINITY BAPTIST NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

      

         

     We have been back worshiping in our Sanctuary 

since June 21st with services at 10 a.m.  We still   

offer live streaming of our services for those unable 

to attend.  We are adhering to the recommendations 

of wearing masks, using hand sanitizer and social  

distancing for seating. 

     This summer we held Wednesday Night Bible 

Studies outside.  We studied I & II Thessalonians and 

Philip, the Evangelist as told in the book of Acts.  We 

will continue with Wednesday Bible Studies meeting 

at 6:30 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall. 

     On Tuesday, September 15th, our ABW Helping 

Hands Ministries met for a brown bag picnic 

lunch.  We plan to meet monthly and do a project for 

nursing homes/or Meals On Wheels in our area that 

may bring a little “sunshine” to the residents or     

clients.  We are currently collecting items for our 

White Cross Quote and collecting fruit cups for our 

Barr Elementary School Backpack Program. 

     On Sunday, September 20th, we held an Outdoor 

Service in our parking lot.  We were honored that 

Rev. Jane Gibbons was able to join us.  The service 

was well attended. 

      On Saturday, September 26th, we held a work 

day. We worked on repairs to our Playground    

equipment and did some fall clean-up landscaping 

projects. 

      We will start up our Adult Sunday School class on 

Sunday, October 4th. at 9 a.m.  We will meet in our 

Fellowship Hall and Jan Pattison will be the leader. In 

addition our Youth Group will start to meet on      

Sunday, October 4th at 11 a.m. under the direction of 

Stephanie Burns. 
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October 11, 2020 - Association Trustees  Fall                     

Meeting at Trinity Baptist Church - 3 pm 
 

Note: The 2020 AAA/ABC Fall Rally has been 

CANCELLED.  

 

November 9, 2020 -  ELT meeting …  6:30 pm at                             

Full  Devotion - FBC  Canton 

Elaine M. Jarvis 

The Ark Editor 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632

Fall 2020 

Association Website      

(aaa-abc.com)  

Facebook  

Akron Area Association of 

American Baptist Churches 

Koinonia Website  

(christiancampohio.org)  

 

 
2021 Winter Articles ... 

Due January 22nd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 

 

There is one body but it has many parts. But all 

its many parts make up one body. 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

The Ark Editor-  

Elaine M. Jarvis 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632 

Phone: 330-607-0226 

emjarvis37@gmail.com 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjxkePQ4tbjAhVICc0KHfAfA8gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsawdustandswirls.com%2Fproducts%2Fwere-better-together&psig=AOvVaw2_868_oQv0QbkoI6o5C6d3&ust=1564374089894807

