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     The “Adventure of a Lifetime” takes one of our 

own to the country of Uganda.  

     Kensington Thomas, from  Canton First, spent the 

first three weeks of January with 17 other Spring  

Arbor University students in the country of Uganda. 

Graduation specifications of this Christian University 

located in Spring Arbor, Michigan require students to 

participate in a three-week immersions program in a 

foreign country. The goal is to help students recog-

nize that we are all part of a global community, expe-

riencing the light of God’s love for humanity and the 

world.  

     As a Junior, Kensington traveled across the globe 

to see how others learn, play, live and worship. She 

had the opportunity to serve alongside numerous 

mission organizations: Sole Hope, I Live Again   

Uganda, Amani Baby Cottage, and Baby Watoto    

Village. In addition, she embarked on a two-day    

safari on the Savannah that included a boat ride at 

the source of the Nile River.  She truly was able to 

view God’s amazing creation which included lions, 

elephants,  giraffes, water buffalo, hippopotamus, 

elk, a leopard and so much more. Upon her return 

home, she was able to share about her experience 

and challenge those in her church. Hopefully her 

words will challenge you and you will enjoy the     

pictures of this adventure as well.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     “’Uganda now holds a special place in my heart. 

What an amazing country with amazing people. 

Ugandans are phenomenal at hospitality. They live 

collectively, rather than individually like most Ameri-

cans do. I believe Christians live collectively better 

than most, but we still have a long way to come. 

Selflessness is a trait we need to have more of. The 

things I saw and the things I witnessed are unex-

plainable. Pictures just don’t do justice. Uganda is a 

country in great need. They are hurting, desperately, 

but despite that...they smile, they wave, they hug, 

they are grateful for the little things, they experience 

life together. Just as God would desire. 

                     See Moderator/Kensi, Page 2 
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(Moderator/Kensi Continued) 
 
God does not love Ugandans any less than He loves 

us. He loves them equally and I think that’s what 

makes the world so amazing. We have brothers and 

sisters in every part of the world. I challenge you to 

go meet people and love on people who seem and 

look the least lovable. Go all in. Whether that is   

spiritually, mentally, or physically. Allow yourself to 

enter their world. Do life together with them. Don’t 

view them from the sidelines. Step into their       

everyday lives and show them what it means to have 

someone walk alongside them. This doesn’t have to 

be in an extravagant place 7,000 miles away. It 

could just be in your very own neighborhood and 

can make all the difference.”   

 

Kensington Thomas 

 

View a video of Kensington’s experience at     

https://youtu.be/YBs0FkX3fGA   

Please See page 3 of this newsletter for some      

special photos of Kensi’s trip to Uganda.    

Editor’s note: Kensington  is the daughter Rev. and 

Michi Thomas.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Baptist Churches of Ohio News 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Leadership Conference 

“Sharing God's Hope for All Generations” 

Intergenerational Ministry 

 

Friday, March 27, 9 am to 4 pm  for Pastors 

and Church Staff 

 

Saturday, March 28, 9 am to 3 pm - For ALL 

Church Leaders 

Karl Road Baptist Church, Columbus, OH 

_______________________________________ 

American Baptist History and Polity    

Workshop 

     This is a one-day workshop for anyone who 

would like to have a better understanding of Baptist 

beliefs,  distinctives, and practices. 

 

Saturday, March 14, 10 am to 5 pm 

American Baptist Churches of Ohio Region Office 

136 Galway Drive, Granville, OH 
 

For additional information and to register,  call 

740-587-0804 

 

Rev. Jane Gibbons, Executive Minister  Program 

and Ministry Development—ABC/Ohio  

about:blank
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjVwYKwgZ3VAhWGTCYKHUivD7IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgoye4th.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F10%2Fservanthood-few-principles-of-true.html&psig=AFQjCNHZ12_md93s6xV6W4FFdYbg2aaz
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Safari adventure 

This is harder than it looks! 

Taking it easy! 

Spring Arbor University students! 

 
Kensi’s Uganda Photo Memories 

 

Editor’s Note 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           If you get a chance to talk 

with Kensi about her trip to Uganda, 

be sure and ask her about her               

experience with a local baboon. The  

episode she will share with you  is  

hilarious!  PS … This is not a photo  of 

the said baboon… he is probably still 

running!  EJ 
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 Church News  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Baptist Akron  

By Jo Claire Knott 

     Was it not wonderful to enjoy a taste of spring for 

two or three days in January! Everyone seemed to 

enjoy the warmth of those few seventy-degree days.  

We know that the temperatures will change, days will 

be colder and heavier coats, boots, gloves and 

scarves will become the necessary outside attire.  

However, our Heavenly Father sends us “warmth” in 

many ways every day of the year!  He tells us in   

Isaiah 43:19 that He is doing something new and 

wants us to perceive (be aware) of it.   We are aware 

of the warmth of friends that He has put in our path, 

of those in our Bible study groups and the reading of 

His Word, the warmth of those who share in our good 

times as well as those who comfort us when we are 

sad.  In spring, the song of a bird and the beauty of 

the flowers in our yards warm our hearts.  Over all, 

we feel the warmth of His love as He showers us with 

it. We do perceive it.  We are blessed and grateful. 

     As we enter this New Year, the number one aim 

of all should be to share the warmth of His love to all 

He sends into our paths.  At FBC Akron, weekly Bible 

studies will resume after a short break. Food         

distribution will continue the last two Wednesdays.  

The Praise Team is learning new songs.  The ABW is 

adding new programs and activities.  Five AA groups 

and five Boy Scout groups continue to meet at FBC.  

In a few weeks, people will begin to call to reserve a 

plot in our Community Garden.  A special request:  

Please pray for our Jacque Jackson who recently lost 

her father, and for Pastor Jackson who will soon    

undergo serious eye surgery.   

     May all of us, His children, heed His Word that 

says, “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for 

the Lord, rather than for men”   (Col. 3:23). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Akron Area Women's Ministries: 
 
     We are saying a sad good-bye to Janet Souther-

land.  At this time, Susan Nicholson has the presi-

dent's notebook.  Janet will continue as state       

president until our June Conference  

     We invite each active ABW group to nominate 

someone for the president’s job.   

     Wilma Nicholson is the new treasurer.  Please 

send any checks or bios to her. (See address & e-mail 

below)  

     If you aren't to be the next president, how about 

taking on the White Cross and Care & Share which 

Wilma has been doing. PLEASE let us hear from 

you!   

     The next scheduled board meeting will be on 

March 11 at 1 pm at the Springfield church. 

     Be saving a little cash so you can attend the June 

conference to be held at "The Bridge" church in   

Sunbury, Ohio, on June 12 and 13th.  The Board 

meeting will be held on the evening of June 

11.  There is no block of rooms on hold for ABW as in 

the past.  Each person must make her own reserva-

tion. 

     State Project money, to help buy a used bus for 

Dayton Christian Center, is due to Wilma by April 15. 

     Who says Ohio AB Women can't make changes? 

 
Wilma Nicholson,  

2024 32nd Street, NW 

Canton, Oh 44709 

nicholson1167@yahoo.com 

mailto:nicholson1167@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwicr-zv167cAhVn44MKHZXOBc0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Faaa-abc.com%2Fabout%2F&psig=AOvVaw2cdLqQiB0nIHrES6RJaLug&ust=1532210721420690
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjI2Kai_cHWAhUDKCYKHdw_DggQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainyquote.com%2Fquotes%2Ftopics%2Ftopic_inspirational.html&psig=AFQjCNGq93h2ZkF_IcX1iai1-pyXqaZySw&ust=15
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Hebrews 12:1–2 (NIV) — 1 Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easi-

ly entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pio-

neer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God.  

 

20/20 Vision 

By Randy Brookes 

     One of my favorite parts of Sr. High Camp has 

always been the crazy relay race that the directors 

put together for the campers to run. Sometimes the 

race includes belly crawling through the mud pit. 

One time the campers had to carry and pass an egg 

(without breaking it) through the entire race.      

Another year each group was required to locate 

their lunch, that was hidden in the woods. They  

accomplished this by solving riddles located strategi-

cally throughout camp.  Every year my anticipation 

for the upcoming relay grows and I can hardly wait 

to see what will happen next. 

     The Sr. High Directors arrive early to set up the 

race course for the campers. They spend countless 

hours all year long planning and putting together 

everything for a fun and successful event. The    

Directors have in mind what the race will include 

and the way each group should function. They even 

know what prize the campers will receive at the end. 

The author of Hebrews reminds us that we also 

have a “race” to run. He reminds us that the race is 

“marked out” for us. Our race is about the life we 

live and how we function. 

     If the campers follow the course, complete the 

tasks, listen to instructions, they are capable of 

completing the “race marked out” for them … if they 

do it right, their lunch is waiting for them. Some-

times the campers become frustrated, weary,    

hungry or they become distracted by something else 

and want to quit. The author of Hebrews encour-

ages us to throw off everything that entangles us 

and run our race with perseverance.  

     When a group of campers becomes so confused 

or lost in the race one of the Directors will often 

step in and give them encouragement and        

guidance. The Directors might even point them in 

the correct direction or walk in front of them to   

encourage campers to follow. We are told how to 

run our race and stay on course. “Fixing your eyes 

on     Jesus,” is what the author of Hebrews tells us 

to do. If we want to finish the race with our “egg” 

still   intact or “find lunch” we simply need to keep 

our eyes on Jesus. 

     It is only when we keep Jesus clearly in our 

sights and understand the suffering and shame that 

He endured for us, that we know how to race. Even 

better than the Sr. High Director knows the relay 

race they setup for the campers – Jesus knows the 

race marked out for us because he has already run 

it himself. Take a few moments and do what the old 

hymn says, “Fix your eyes upon Jesus” and while 

“the things of earth grow strangely dim” you will 

have 20/20 vision to run your race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                                                                           

 

Randy and Lori Brookes 
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KOINONIA CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER INFO 
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Mission Alive! 

 

 

 

 

 

     January 2020 Mission Report! 

     The wait is over and winter has arrived, alas! It is 

said that patience is a virtue. Well we have waited 

and the cold, light snow and season change is upon 

us. It is a blessing from God and most of us have 

learned to appreciate “every good and perfect gift” 

that comes from God…Jas. 1:17a. While good gifts 

come we are ever reminded that we are the “hands 

and feet” of Jesus in this world where men and wom-

en have become adverse to the gospel in many 

ways. However, we are grateful for the many who 

advocate and uphold the gospel of Jesus Christ, on 

every front. The America for Christ offering theme 

this year “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Did I mention we are the hands and feet of Jesus?   

     As unfortunate as it was, our brothers and sisters 

in Puerto Rico were devastated by another earth-

quake. “A 6.4 magnitude earthquake shook Puerto 

Rico on January 7th. We are grateful that the    

American Baptist Churches of the USA (being the 

hands and feet of Jesus Christ) has released financial 

aid in One Great Hour of Sharing. We can never be 

comfortable when we are aware that our brothers 

and sisters have sustained damaging winds and 

waves and losses that cause them to “start all over 

again.” They will need our help in the days to come. 

Every dollar will provide assistance from shelter, 

food, supplies etc. in an effort to rebuild the areas 

affected by the earthquake.  

     Our Costa Rica missionaries Peter & Sarah 

McCurdy are grateful for the past four years of living 

abroad encountering blessings, tests and personal 

growth. They are grateful for all support and look 

forward to the 20% for 2020 challenge as they    

continue to impact lives for the kingdom’s sake—

abroad and at home!. May I quote something that 

Acting General Secretary stated in his ABCUSA News 

update: “May we as American Baptists draw upon the 

power of God to make our world a better place in 

2020?” Amen Dr. Wood!  

     In 2020, it is good to know that the AB Women 

are resting in the theme: Radical, Redeemed and 

Ready. Yes, we, must evidence radical love in this 

loveless era; we must yet live and show forth that we 

have been and are redeemed creatures, resting in 

the sacred blood that is efficacious from now until we 

reach the eschaton. And yes, we posture ourselves 

as ready to go, ready to do, ready to be the “hands 

and feet of Jesus” wherever we are.  

 

May God bless us all in 2020!  

Rev. Dr. Alicia J. Malone, Akron Area Association   

Missions Chairperson 
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Licensing of Susan Nicholson     

     Upon graduation from the American Baptist 

Churches of Ohio Leadership Academy, the congrega-

tion of Trinity Baptist Church of North Canton voted 

to approve the licensing of Susan Nicholson a Minister 

of the Gospel at its Annual Congregational    Meeting 

held on July 28, 2019. Susan is authorized by the 

church and the state of Ohio to perform and         

solemnize all rites and sacraments in accordance with 

the church’s and the denominations' historic customs 

and traditions, including weddings, funerals, baptisms 

and communion. Susan is currently enrolled in     

Ashland Seminary to further her opportunities in   

ministry. Congratulations Susan!  

Special Event 

  On January 9th, Trinity Baptist had a Parents’ Night 

Out from 5-7:30 p.m. where community and church 

members could drop off their children for a few hours 

of fun. There were movies, games, crafts and snacks. 

This gave the parents a few hours of “free” Babysit-

ting. It was well received and appreciated.  

Super Bowl Sunday, February 2nd  

Flag Football Game and Super Bowl Party  

      Trinity Baptist Church in North Canton sponsored 

its 21st Annual flag Football Game on the front lawn 

of the church, highlighting the age-old battle of Youth 

(anyone over the age of 12) verses Experience (the 

old guys—Team Tylenol.). Spectators and photogra-

phers were also on hand to cheer on the players. Fol-

lowing the game, the church family and guests put on 

their favorite team gear and gathered in the          

Fellowship Hall to eat and to watch the Super Bowl 

Game projected on a 10 foot big screen. Everyone 

scored good food and fellowship.  

Cooking Contest 

On Saturday February 22nd at 6 p.m., we will  

 hold our Annual Chili Cook Off and Game Night.  

We invite our “cooks” to bring their favorite pot of 

chili and those in attendance will determine the 

“Champion for this Year. We will also have tossed sal-

ad, desserts and beverages. Bring a friend and a fa-

vorite card or board game.  

Youth Mission Trip   

     Plans are under way for a Summer Youth Mission 

Trip - June 22-27th  to Radcliff, Kentucky. This trip is 

for students who have completed sixth grade—

through 12th grade. Projects may include painting, 

gardening, and/or light construction. They will be 

working with World Changers Organization “whose 

mission is to help participants grow in the gospel and 

develop mission-minded lifestyles.” Participants will 

not only be required to come ready to work hard and 

sleep on the floor, but also to share the gospel.” 

Plans are also being made to hold some fundraisers 

to help defray the cost of the participants.                                  

      On Friday, November 15, 2019, Bondage     

Breakers, Incorporated  celebrated over 30  years of  

ministerial service to the incarcerated and their     

children in the greater Akron area and throughout the 

State of Ohio. The celebration was held at St. 

George’s Fellowship Centre located at 3204 Ridge-

wood Road in Fairlawn. Doors opened at 5:30 p.m. 

with the program beginning at 6:00 p.m. The theme 

for the evening was ”Break Every Chain.” The guest 

speaker, Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle,  PhD,  recently 

retired   from Colgate Rochester Crozer, Theological 

Seminary, was very well received.  Elaine Jarvis was  

one of the awardees at this event. Acknowledgement 

by ABHMS (American Baptist Home Mission Society), 

other organizations and  individuals was deeply ap-

preciated by Dr. Malone, the BBI board and support-

ers. 

Respectfully,  

Dr. Alicia J. Malone, Founder and Executive Director 

Contact #330-701-0576 

 
Bondage Breakers, Inc. 

 
Trinity Baptist 

Church -    

North Canton                                   
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March 9, 2020 - Executive Leadership Team 

Meeting … 5:30 pm - Canton First  Baptist 

 

May 17, 2020 - Spring Akron Area Association 

Trustees Meeting at Trinity Baptist Church in 

North Canton, Ohio at 3 pm. 
 

 

Elaine M. Jarvis 

The Ark Editor 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632

Winter 2020 

Association Website      

(aaa-abc.com)  

Facebook  

Akron Area Association of 

American Baptist Churches 

Koinonia Website  

(christiancampohio.org)  

 

 
Spring 2020 Ark articles are due by April 19th. 

 

AAA/ABC 2020 Theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 

 

There is one body but it has many parts. But all 

its many parts make up one body. 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

The Ark Editor 

Elaine M. Jarvis 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632 

Phone: 330-607-0226 

emjarvis37@gmail.com 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjxkePQ4tbjAhVICc0KHfAfA8gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsawdustandswirls.com%2Fproducts%2Fwere-better-together&psig=AOvVaw2_868_oQv0QbkoI6o5C6d3&ust=1564374089894807

