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be crowned winner of “Battle of the Ages” and a picture
will be mounted in the Lodge of all those in attendance.
It is your chance to relive some of your camp
memories. Keep your eyes open for more information
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on the competition.
Spouses and families will be welcome to join in the
fun throughout the day.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. It
is looking to be a fantastic event.
I spent last weekend with three college buddies.
Two of them I had not seen in thirty years. It was an Eyes on The Prize
amazing weekend as we laughed and shared stories Randy
and memories. Other than my missing hair and a few
wrinkle lines it was like we had never been separated.
Like the years apart, time flew by and too soon it was
time to return to our homes (each in a different state).
That weekend brought up so many great memories
and caused me to smile and laugh harder than I have
in years. It also makes me wonder if it isn’t time for a
“Reunion Camp”. I think it is time to open the camp up
to previous campers, counselors, directors and staff for
a chance to share memories and stories. It is time for
a rekindling of our lives and a fanning of the flame of
the Holy Spirit with in us. It is time for us to share a
campfire together as we praise the Rock of Ages with
songs from throughout the years.
With the idea of: many years separated, reunion,
IN THIS ISSUE
laughter, memories, singing, Rock of ages – I invite Second Annual Koinonia Carnival ..................... 2
you to come and be a part of “BATTLE OF THE AGES”. Capital Fund Public Kick Off ............................ 2
November 23 w e w ill be having a Camp Reunion Battle for the Ages & BIG SALE ........................ 3
for anyone who has ever been involved in any way at Prayer - “The Key That Unlocks All Doors” ........ 4
Koinonia Camp. Registration opens at 9AM and closing Renovation Project ........................................ 5
campfire will begin 6PM. In between, we will be Guess Who is With Lori in the Photo? ............... 5
hearing stories, spending time playing and praying to- Upcoming Invitational Events .......................... 6
gether and renewing and building friendships.
Contact Information and SWAT Saturdays ....... 7
At the end of the evening, a decade of campers will
1

2nd Annual Koinonia Carnival
October 5, 2019

Public Capital Fund Campaign Kicks Off
With your help, a successful Koinonia public
capital campaign will take place. More lives will be
changed with an increased capacity to serve more
campers. Capital funds will also help create highquality, efficient, and safe areas for campers to use.
And, a successful campaign will provide up-to-date
equipment for the staff to properly maintain the
camp space.
If the capital campaign fails to raise the needed
funds, the result will be a continued limited capacity
due to facilities and layout and the camp may
experience decline in usage due to worn down
facilities. This means fewer lives changed and fewer
people who have made decisions about their eternal
destination.
Thank you in advance for your support!

Wow! What a cute little pumpkin!

Jonathon Wilterdink, Financial Professional and
Randy Brookes, Koinonia Executive Director

I will be at the Koinonia Carnival. Will you?
Looking forward to seeing you!

Koinonia Camp and Conference Center
2019 Upcoming Meetings
Annual Meeting - Saturday, November 9, 2019 (9 am)
Trustees Meeting, November 9, 2019 (Immediately following the Annual Meeting)
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that is real in our lives.
Fourth, he fasted. Nehemiah did not wallow in his
pain. Instead he began to act on it. He prioritizes the
situations and makes it an item that will drive him to
search for God’s will in it. There comes a time when
we need to set aside things of this life that distract us
from knowing God’s purpose and plan and seek His
face. Maybe it is time to give up Monday night
“When I heard these things, I sat down and

football or another sitcom and listen for the Holy
Spirit to speak.

wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and
prayed before the God of heaven.” Nehemiah 1:4
Have you ever had one of those days when
everything seems to be falling apart? A day where
everything you touch breaks and every report you get
is negative. A day when even your dog wants to hide
from you. I think that is the kind of day Nehemiah
was having as we read the words of Nehemiah 1:1-3.

Fifth, he prays. Nehemiah doesn’t make a plan or
overreact – he prays before the God of heaven. If
you are anything like me; you too often respond with
action (sometimes aggression) before stopping to

thoroughly praying through the situation or struggle.
How much better would I deal with things if only I
would talk to God first?
He hears a report of the “Jewish remnant” and it is
If your life never has difficulties or bad news, then
anything but positive or encouraging. And that is ignore everything you just read. But if your life is like
where we pick up verse 4 and Nehemiah’s life at camp… we need to look closely at Nehemiah’s
response. In verse 4 Nehemiah reacts and does five example and follow him in dealing with life.
things that set an example for us as we face difficult
Please pray for the camp ministry as we work to
news or situations in our lives.
see Changed Lives.
First, he sits down. That is correct Nehemiah
Randy Brookes
realized his humanness and took a seat. Sometimes
we just need to accept that we are weak and frail
and take a seat. Sometimes we just need to rest
ourselves as we face difficulties or crisis. Often I am
not willing to admit my physical limitations and I try
to push through the situation. And this usually turns
out with me making myself physically ill and then I
rest. So like Nehemiah, we need to recognize our
limitations and physical needs and act upon them.
Second, he wept. Nehemiah was broken over the
report of the pain of his fellow Jews and he did not
hide his emotions. It is good for us to openly express
our emotions. It is ok for us to cry when struggles
arise.
Third, he mourned. Nehemiah’s pain was more
than a brief ache. His pain overwhelmed him to the
point of mourning. He knew sorrow and he did not
hide from it. Sometimes we need to except the hurt
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Koinonia Camp & Conference Center

Randy and Lori Brookes

Koinonia is a ministry dedicated to changed lives.
Changes are also taking place in the facilities at the
camp as renovation projects are currently in process
at this time. Among them is the reconstruction of the
restroom facilities near the indoor riding arena … creatively named the “Trotty Potty.” The following 2
photos show some of the progress of this project.

Interior View ...floor going in!

Interior View … walls under construction!
She can’t wait until I am big enough to ride a horse!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

OUR MISSION: CHANGED LIVES

6

Koinonia Camp and Conference Center
6810 Cork Cold Springs Road
Geneva, OH 44041

Fall 2019

Visit the Koinonia website
(christiancampohio.org)

SWAT SATURDAYS

Contact Info

Third Saturday of every month
at Koinonia Camp

Koinonia Camp & Conference Center
6810 Cork Cold Springs Rd.
Geneva, Ohio 44041
Phone: (440) 466-1278

Fax: (440) 466-6453

Randy Brookes - Executive Director
koinoniacamp2003@yahoo.com

Servants Working All Together!
Contact the camp for more info!

Lori Brookes - Program/Publicity Manager
info@christiancampohio.org
Amie Gillespie - Office Manager
offmgr@christiancampohio.org
Elaine Jarvis - Newsletter Editor
emjarvis37@gmail.com

Please consider helping future generations of
campers at Koinonia by including the camp
in your estate planning. Thank you!
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