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 MODERATOR’S MESSAGE 
 

      

 

 

    

    Many people enjoy the season of Fall but for what 

reasons? Could it be the cooling temperatures, crisp 

nights and lower humidity? Could it be all the pump-

kin flavored treats available at your local store, coffee 

house or restaurant? Could it be the trip to the local 

farm to pick apples, select a pumpkin or navigate a 

corn maze? Could it be the display of leaves changing 

colors on the trees and the opportunity to take a nice 

relaxing drive to observe God’s handiwork? My      

resounding answer to the question I posed in the  

beginning would be to check the box – All of the 

Above. They are all great reasons to enjoy the     

season that is now upon us. After all, Ecclesiastes 

chapter three says, “To every thing there is a season, 

and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” 

Let me encourage you to entertain other   

reasons why Fall is such a great season. First off, it is 

a great time to get reconnected to your local church 

and “Planted in the House of the Lord” as the Psalm-

ist declares in chapter ninety-two. Take time to     

discover what the church is all about and how you 

being a part of her can make a difference for the 

Kingdom of God. Here’s a second reason, our Akron 

Association holds its annual gathering of churches 

during this season appropriately named the “Fall   

Rally.” It’s an opportunity to discover what our 

churches are about and what we are doing as an  

association to further the Kingdom work. This year I 

would like to invite all of you to First Canton on the 

afternoon of Sunday, October 21st. We have a      

tremendous opportunity planned for you. The     

Trustees will conduct the annual business of the   

association at 3:00. Let me remind you it’s important 

to have your church represented as we vote. At 4:30 

there will be a delicious meal served in the church 

fellowship hall. This gives those in attendance a time 

to break bread together, catch up with old acquaint-

ances or make new ones. Just make sure to get your 

reservation in ahead of time. Then at 5:30 we have a 

fantastic program planned for you to enjoy. We have 

invited the nationally acclaimed acapella music group 

“Vocal Union” to share an evening of songs where 

there is no instrumentation except that which is    

created by their voices. I myself am always          

fascinated by this type of entertaining program and 

to top it off, they will be leading us in worship as they 

perform. Check them out by searching “Vocal Union” 

on the internet.  

All of this to say, I hope you will not miss out  on                                                        

See Moderator, page 3              
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Association Churches and Ministries 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Baptist Akron  

By Jo Claire Knott 

        The Men's Fellowship enjoyed a scrumptious 

breakfast overseen by member Stephen Dinkins who 

is a semi-retired chef.  The group was entertained by 

a skit written by one of our deacons, Keith 

Casto .  The speaker was our own Dr. Daniel Schmidt 

who challenged the men to continue discovering and 

using their many talents in service to our great God. 

      The speaker at the September meeting of our 

ABWF was Jeffery Wilhite, Director of Family Prom-

ise.  This organization houses families (including their 

pets!) until suitable housing can be found for 

them.  They were pleased to accept our donations of 

dishes, kitchen items, etc. for these families.  We will 

continue to donate as such items become available. 

     The Diaconate asked our church secretary to send 

the FBC bulletin prior to the Sunday service to the 

members on our shut-in list.  They look forward to 

being able to vicariously participate in the happenings 

at the church. 

     Some of the women thoroughly enjoyed a trip to 

the many shops in Berlin, and look forward to making 

that a yearly camaraderie event! 

     Plans are underway to host the ABWF Fall Rally in 

October.  We look forward to seeing our sisters in 

Christ at this enjoyable and important event! 

___________________________________________     

FBC Children’s Intergenerational Ministry 

The children’s Sunday school classes (Toddler 

through sixth grade) at Canton First will pay a short 

visit on a rotating basis to the 9:30 am worship      

service on the third Sunday of each month. A 

“Grandparents Program” will be developed under the 

umbrella of this Intergenerational Ministry. 

Purpose:  To create a ministry to connect our young-

er church members with our older adult members at 

FBC.  This pairing would promote a bond between 

them that helps to increase the desire to attend   

worship services while at the same time nurturing the 

children’s interest in a God-filled life. Where the    

motive is to promote love and fellowship among 

members of Christ’s body, God is honored and      

glorified and the church is built up. It’s exciting to 

think how such simple efforts could result in such rich 

benefits to the church. 

Mission: to impart wisdom … interweaving our      

talents, time and experiences into the hearts of the  

children at FBC. 

 

 

 

 

     American Baptist Women of the Akron Area     

Association invite you to our Fall Rally at Akron First    

Baptist on October 25. Rev. Vince Harris of Race 

Track Ministries will be our speaker.  It will be one of 

the last opportunities to see and hear Vince as he will 

be retiring this winter. Come learn about this ministry 

and enjoy sweet fellowship! Registration starts at 

9:30 with the program beginning at 10 am. 

     We will be taking a scholarship offering at the 

ABW Fall Rally. If someone in your church is in higher 

education for Christian Ministry, please encourage 

them to apply for available scholarship money.  The 

applications need to be turned in by March 1 for the 

2019-2020 school year. Please see our website for a 

form.  abwmohio.org 

     Advance notice – Please mark your calendars for 

the Winter Rally. It will be December 2 at 5 pm at 

Trinity, North Canton. Watch for flyers. All are      

welcome to come and enjoy the beginning of Advent. 

It is a musical evening with some scripture readings 

and prose. We welcome all to participate. The      

program runs about an hour and fifteen minutes.  

The dessert and fellowship afterward are wonderful! 

Janet Southerland,  ABWM President 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwicr-zv167cAhVn44MKHZXOBc0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Faaa-abc.com%2Fabout%2F&psig=AOvVaw2cdLqQiB0nIHrES6RJaLug&ust=1532210721420690
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Moderator, Cont.  

one of the greatest things about this fall season   

within our Akron Association. As we are painfully 

aware, winters in Northeast Ohio can be long, cold 

and isolating. Take advantage of the purpose of the 

Fall Rally and gather with like-minded brothers and   

sisters in Christ to enjoy warm, inviting, heavenly  

music.   

I guarantee you will be blessed! 

 

Pastor Kevin K. Thomas,  

 

 

Association Moderator 

_____________________________________________ 

Leadership Academy Info 

    

 

 

     The ABC Ohio Leadership Academy was founded 

over twenty years ago. In 2015, as the result of a 

new partnership between American Baptist Churches 

of Ohio and the Cleveland Baptist Association, the 

Academy became known as the Ohio                 

Leadership Academy. The Ohio Leadership Academy 

is a three-year course of study for the purpose of 

Leadership Enrichment and Professional Ministry    

Development. 

     During the three-year course of study, classes 

meet in four weekend intensives in November,      

January, March, and May. Students participate in a 

total of five two hour courses each weekend, leading 

to a 120 credit hour certificate of completion in     

subjects such as Biblical Studies, Systematic Theolo-

gy, Baptist History, Church Leadership, Worship, and 

Preaching. 

     The goal of the Academy  is to prepare men and 

women to serve American Baptist Churches in       

positions of leadership throughout our state. Good 

leaders are  essential to that vision. 

     The Academy presents a concentrated course of 

study, requiring out of class reading, writing assign-

ments, and practical ministry experience, as well as 

attendance at every intensive in order to complete 

the program.  

     New Student Orientation and Graduating               

Student Commencement Exercises take place each 

September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

      

             

      

 

 

     The KINGDOM YOUTH CONFERENCE at the    

Marion Christian  Center (1550 Richland  Rd., 

Marion, Ohio) has been  rescheduled to March 8 - 9, 

2019. For more  information, visit the  ABC Ohio 

website at abc-ohio.org. This conference will feature 

speakers, bands, and workshops. 

 
KINGDOM YOUTH CONFERENCE    

 
RESCHEDULED  TO  

MARCH 8 - 9, 2019 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiWvbiN5d7dAhUDpFkKHRbeDP8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc-ohio.org%2Findex.php%2Fmenu-leadership-academy&psig=AOvVaw0vaxXtFod_vaW8MN1JXXkv&ust=15382615870852
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KOINONIA CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     They say “beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” 

If that is true, then anyone who has ever visited 

Colorado knows true beauty. Recently, I spent two 

weeks rambling through the mountains and cities of 

Colorado. I have to admit the view of streams and 

rocks thrilled my senses. I couldn’t help but take my 

shoes off and step in some of the running water and 

feel the stones under my feet. And yes, the water 

was very cold and the rocks rather sharp.  

     As I walked around looking at the mountains, 

trees, cliffs and rivers, my mind kept coming back to 

what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Roman church in 

Romans 1:20 … “For since the creation of the world 

God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and    

divine nature—have been clearly seen, being       

understood from what has been made, so that peo-

ple are without excuse.” It is true that in seeing  

Colorado’s vast beauty I was drawn to think of   

Creator God and his amazing love for us. It gave 

new meaning to the campfire song “My God is So 

Big”. The mountains, valleys and stars are all His 

handiwork. 

     Also, as I hiked and gawked at the giant red 

rocks, stacked one on the other, my mind jumped to 

the account of Jesus heading into Jerusalem and the 

people crying out praises. And when those in      

religious leadership wanted the people to stop … 

Jesus said “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry 

out.” Everywhere I looked it seemed that the rocks 

sang out praise to both Father and Son.  

     Then I boarded an airplane and flew home … 

and I realized something the very next day. As I 

trekked through the woods, leading a group of high 

school sophomores  on our Koinonia  Adventure 

Course: The evidence and beauty of   creation is 

just as clear at camp. The streams, the rocks, the 

cliffs and the trees … all pointing to a God who loves 

us and wants us more than we could ever want to 

be wanted. Colorado is beautiful; but to quote      

Dorothy, “there’s no place like home.” If you haven’t 

seen the beauty God has placed at Koinonia Camp 

lately – you really need to come visit and   experi-

ence the peace and presence of Christ. You are   

cordially invited to stop by sometime and see the 

leaves changing color. If you let me know when you 

are coming, I’ll make a fresh pot of coffee or tea or 

hot chocolate. 

 

Randy Brookes, Koinonia Camp Executive Director 

     P.S if you haven’t already guessed - the pictures 

with this article are from camp – if you want to see 

my Colorado pictures, come visit – we will look at 

them after our hike around the camp. 

 

 

 

 

      

      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

      

 

 

 

Randy & Lori 
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Koinonia Camp Pumpkin Field 
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Akron Area Association                                           

2018 Scholarship Awardees 

 
      

 

     

       

 

AAA 2018 College Scholarship Awardee -  

Kensington Thomas  

 

     Thank you so much for allowing me to receive 

the $500 college scholarship. It is such a huge help 

for me in my college endeavors. I will work hard 

studying  social work at Spring Arbor University. I 

appreciate your support and prayer. 

_____________________________________ 
 
Editor’s Note:  
     Kensington is a member  of First Baptist Church 

of Canton where she has been very actively involved 

in volunteering to help as well as to  participate in  

many different activities.  She is the daughter of 

Rev. and Mrs. Kevin Thomas. Kensington is a  soph-

omore at Spring Arbor University in Spring Arbor, 

Michigan. Her love of children has been instrumental 

in leading her to major in  social work at  the      

university.  

_________________________________ 

 

AAA 2018 Leadership  Academy Awardee - 

Susan Nicholson                                     

     I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

churches and leadership of the Akron Area Associa-

tion of American Baptist Churches for selecting me 

as this year’s recipient of the Leadership          

Academy Scholarship.  This $500 will assist me in 

meeting the expenses involved in getting to my  

classes and with food and lodging while attending 

classes.  

     As I start my third and final year, I realize all the 

hard work that remains but I am also getting                

excited about all the possibilities that God has in 

store for me in the future that is rapidly                                     

approaching.  I greatly appreciate the generosity of all 

those involved in the Akron Association.  May God  

continue to bless you all. 
 

Sincerely, 

Susan Nicholson 

___________________________________ 

Editor’s Note:  
  Susan will be starting her third and final year at the 

ABC/OHIO Leadership Academy. She is a   member of 

Trinity Baptist Church, North Canton, Ohio.  At her 

church she is a member of the Leadership Team, 

Women's Group, Sunday School Teacher, Children's 

Leader, Missions Committee and Worship Committee. 

Susan is also a pianist. She is active in ABC  Ohio. 

_____________________________________ 

 
 Note: General Scholarship  information and           

application forms for the 2019 AAA College and the 

AAA Leadership Academy scholarships can be found  

at the  Akron Area Association website  aaa-abc.com. 

The 2019 deadline for both the scholarship application 

forms is May 31, 2019. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYuZyllN_dAhXiV98KHcEoA_cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heholdsmyrighthand.com%2F2018%2F01%2Fchristian-quotes-inspirational-website.html&psig=AOvVaw2g2O3djtpG
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International Ministries 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 

KING OF PRUSSIA, PA, September 25, 2018 

Please Note That Our Address Has Changed 

  
Dear International Ministries Supporter: 

     You might have heard that we recently moved to 

a new office building just a few blocks from our                               

previous building. In order to ensure that your                           

checks come directly to us and to avoid any delays                      

in processing your gifts, please send all checks and              

correspondence to … 

 

 International Ministries 

1003 W. 9th Ave., Ste A 

King of Prussia, PA 19406   

   

     If you are using automatic bill pay rather than 

mailing the checks yourself, please contact your bank 

to make this address change.        

     Please contact Donor Services … 

imdonorservices@internationalministries.org 

or 610-768-2323 with any questions. 

     Thank you for supporting global mission through 

the work of International Ministries. 

 

Sincerely, The Donor Services Team 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Akron Area Association Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Leadership Team Meeting  

The  next ELT meeting will be held  on November 12, 

2018 at  First Baptist Canton at 5:30 pm.  
 

 Trustees’ Meeting 
 

The Fall  2018 Trustees’ Meeting w ill be held on     

October 21st …  beginning at 3 pm … prior to the 

Fall Akron  Area   Association Dinner (4:30 pm) 

and Rally (5:30 pm) at  First  Baptist Church of   

Canton … 4110 38th St. NW,  Canton, OH 44718 … 

(330-493-3222). 
 

2019  Ark  Articles Deadlines 

 Winter - January 25; Spring- April 26;                                            

Summer - July 19; Fall - September 20 
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NEWSLETTER CONTACT  

INFORMATION 
 
 

The Ark Editor 

Elaine M. Jarvis 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632 

Phone: 330-607-0226 

emjarvis37@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

    
  “THE ARK”  

      
 
 
 
 
      

Articles and info for the Winter 2019 AAA/ABC                      

Quarterly newsletter are due on or before January 25, 

2019.  The newsletter will be emailed or mailed to    

churches in the association, trustees,  and others.  Thanks 

to   everyone who provides information for “The Ark” and to 

those of you who have  indicated your support of the Akron 

Area Association and this newsletter. 

     Please don’t hesitate to contact Elaine Jarvis to publicize 

upcoming events at your church and/or specific events in 

the ministries of your church, the  association and of the  

Region. If you would like to receive a copy of The Ark, or 

know of someone who would like to be added to the mailing 

list, or if you wish to discontinue receiving this newsletter, 

please let me know.  

Elaine M. Jarvis 

The Ark Editor 

2212 Royer St., NE 

Hartville, OH 44632

Fall 2018 

Association Website      

(aaa-abc.com)  

Facebook  

Akron Area Association of 

American Baptist Churches 

Koinonia Website  

(christiancampohio.org)  

 

 

“You never know when a moment                                      

and  a few sincere words                                                         

can have an impact on a life.” 

—- Zig Ziglar 


