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   “And say to Archippus, ‘See that you fulfill the  

ministry that you have received in the Lord.’”               

Colossians   4:17   ESV   

 

                As I stand in the woods, watching one of our 

Summer Staff lead a group of Sr. High age    campers 

in Koinonia Adventure, I am reminded of the           

importance of finishing.                                         

     Koinonia Adventures is what we call our Team 

Building, Communication and Leadership Development. 

Right now we are doing what we call the Whale Watch-

er – which is a 12’ by 6’ balancing platform. As the 

group begins stepping on the platform, balance be-

comes more and more difficult. As the difficulty in-

creases, the group’s frustration level also increases. At 

the peak of frustration, two of the boys decide that 

they have had enough and they quit and step off the 

platform. This action causes catastrophic consequences 

as the platform bangs the ground on one end and then 

the other, causing the group to have to start over from 

the beginning. It also causes stress and strife among 

those participating. 

     Oh how easily we find ourselves serving in difficult 

situations and the desire to give up arises. 

     One of the things my staff often hears from me is: 

“Choices are long lasting, life changing and far reach-

ing.” I have watched all summer as my staff has 

worked through one broken thing after another … serv-

ing campers when it would be easier to just walk away. 

My staff has seen broken tractors, waterlines, a broken 

freezer and ice maker and a swimming pool with con-

stant problems and yet they smile and      continue to 

serve. Our always bubbly Courtney was heard saying 

(when the water tank was empty) “Oh, goody … our 

first crisis of the summer.”  

     Completing the tasks that God has given us may 

not be easy but the truth is giving up is a choice that 

will have catastrophic consequences for others and our-

selves for eternity. Like Paul wanted the Colossians to 

encourage Archippus …”Fulfill the ministry that you 

have received in the Lord.” 

      I encourage you to keep serving no matter the dif-

ficulties that come your way. I pray that you will follow 

the example of a young Summer Staff and smile and 

serve in the face of adversity.  

Eyes On The Prize 

Randy 
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I have set the LORD always before me. Because  

He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 

Psalm 16:8 NIV 
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Summer Staff … A Breed All Their Own 

     Koinonia has a special place in my heart. I have 

grown up in this place and it has changed and molded 

me in many, many different ways. Some good, and 

some less than ideal. But none of that changes the love 

that I hold for this place. It is easy to say I would not 

be the person I am today without the people I met, the 

experiences I had, and the struggles I faced at        

Koinonia Camp and Conference Center.  

     One of the memories that I hold the dearest about 

Koinonia is my time as a member of the summer staff. 

I was an instigator of so many shenanigans, I was on 

the receiving end of so many shenanigans, and I have 

made friendships that will last for the rest of my life 

(including my husband).  

     There was a time on summer staff when the female 

staff were in a horrible war with the male staff. It had 

escalated to the point of   Febreze bombs (if you don’t 

know what that is picture a can of Febreze that cannot 

be shut off). So the girls had done a wonderfully  devi-

ous shenanigan on the boys’ cabin and we were just 

waiting for the  retribution we were sure was to come. 

      I was in the bathroom in the girls’ staff cab-

in when I heard a knock at the door. I was not 

the only one in the cabin so I thought nothing 

of it. One of the other girls answered the door. I 

heard a couple seconds of talking and then all 

of the sudden all I heard were ear piercing screams. So 

obviously I thought the world was ending and every girl 

in the cabin was having their face melted off. I quickly 

ran from the bathroom to see if there were any of the 

girls’ staff that could be saved, and I see all of the fe-

male staff standing on their bunks and in the middle of 

the room is a can of Febreze that is spraying without 

anyone holding the trigger. The boys’ staff had shoved 

a pen cap in the top of the can and put the lid on it so 

that the can could not be turned off until it had run out 

of spray. But, instead of running over and throwing the 

can back outside, all of the female staff had chosen to 

scream and jump away. So for the duration of the sum-

mer, our cabin smelled like “grandma in a can” as 

dubbed by the staff (I believe the actual scent was  

petunia and wisteria garden).  

     Although I don’t wish to ever smell that fragrance 

ever again, this is a memory that I will have for the 

rest of my life. I remember the boys who mastermind-

ed the Febreze bomb and I remember the girls that sat 

in the cabin with me that night complaining about how 

bad the cabin smelled and how we couldn’t open our 

door to air it out because they would definitely throw 

another one in and make the problem worse. Those 

friends are people that I turn to when I need help, 

when I need a laugh, and when I just need to know 

that someone on the planet loves me no matter what.  

     Koinonia staff is a special breed of people. You have 

to be just a little bit (or a lot-a-bit) crazy to work here. 

But we form a family and a bond that is different than 

anything else I have experienced in my life, and one of 

the best parts about that is that no matter how many 

stories I tell you or how many memories I share with   

you, no one but the group of people that were here  

that summer will ever know the feeling and the love we 

share for one another. It is the same every year … we 

form the bonds and then feel the separation of the 

school year. Sometimes we are lucky enough to come 

back together again for another year. But sometimes 

we are not so lucky and we have to grow up and move 

on to different places in our lives. But that group of 

people … we will all always remember the year of the  

Febreze bomb.  

    Now if you will excuse me, I have some friends that 

I desperately need to text… 

Amie Gillespie 

Koinonia Camp Office Manager 

___________________________________________ 

STAFF QUOTES 

The staff changes from 

year to year but the     

feelings remain the same. 

Here are some quotes form 

the 2018 summer staff for 

your enjoyment ... 

Please See, Staff Quotes, Pg.3) 
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(Staff Quotes, Cont.) 

 Working with the kids gives me new and       

challenging experiences every day. It forces me 

to grow and change and become a better leader. 

- Cheyenne  

 It has been the longest and the shortest summer 

I have ever had, all at the same time. I wouldn’t 

give up my time here for anything else. – Zoe 

 I have a job to do, but I can give you a quote  

later! – Jess  

 Can you get me a popsicle? – Every staff member 

… all the time  

 It smells like horses in here!! (talking about the 

small dining room after horse people come down 

the hill). – Courtney  

 Dibs on the sprayer! (no one likes clean side of 

doing dishes) – Joy  

 Sometimes I want to hurt the people I’m working 

with, but they are like my siblings. Only I am   

allowed to want to hurt them! – Evan  

 Whose leftovers are these? They don’t have a 

name on them… I’m eating them! – aJosh  

 Who ate my pizza?!?! – Jimmy  

 
DID YOU KNOW THAT KOINONIA CAMP 

HAS A WISH LIST ON AMAZON?  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions to get to the Amazon Wish   

    List:  

   1. Go to Amazon.com  

   2. Sign in to your Account  

   3. Click on Account & Lists (Top Right    

     Corner)  

   4. Scroll down to Find a List or Registry  

   5. Click on the Search Bar that Appears  

   6. Type in Koinonia Camp  

   7. The List should come up labeled:  
 

“2017 Koinonia Wish List”  
Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two  ways to help with the upkeep of our  

Koinonia  horses: 

 

“Sponsor a Horse” Program and  the 2018 

“Koinonia Ride-A-Thon”  

For more information, please see details … 

visit the Koinonia website … 

www.christiancampohio.org.  
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“What I Liked About Summer Camp” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   First thing I liked about camp was the fact that I 

made lots of new friends the first day and had fun. 

On the second day what I liked was that we went 

swimming … actually, everyday apart from the first 

day was a swimming day. The pool was cold     

sometimes but that is what cooled us off. The food at 

camp was amazing. My favorite breakfast, lunch and 

dinner were waffles, pizza, and spaghetti.   

     My Nana inspired me to go to camp saying that it 

would be a good experience and she was right. I 

loved camp. One thing that really stuck with me is 

that I remembered one of leaders teaching us the 

wordless book … it only had colors and each color 

meant something. I hope I go back to camp next 

year. Zach Tate 

 

___________________________________________ 

Hello newsletter readers, 

     It's a privilege to take time to share my heart felt 

thoughts and comments with you from a grand-

mother's view. First, I would like to tell you what a 

blessing it is to be connected to such a great church 

family/youth ministry at the 38th St. First Baptist 

Church. As a grandmother, it is my delight and duty 

to guide our grandchildren in the path of righteous-

ness. We have been waiting for the opportunity to 

register 2 of our grands at the Koinonia Camp. We 

were uncertain of what to expect and yet it exceeded 

our expectations. Our Zoey was inspired and 

changed, her heart was touched even more when 

she witnessed the baptism of a camper from her   

group. She could hardly wait to tell us about her   

experiences. It brought her to tears as she explained 

"the invisible storybook".  

     Thanks to Elaine for her persistence, care and the 

love she expresses. SHE ROCKS!  Also thanks to    

everyone who helped make this a great experience.  

 

Vanessa Tate 

Zoey and Zach Tate’s Grandmother 

Editor’s note: Both Zoey and Zachary Tate were first 

time campers this summer. Both brother and sister 

were  changed by their experiences at Elementary 

Camp. Their grandparents, the Tates, were extremely 

pleased with the camping ministry at Koinonia.  

 

 

SUMMER CAMP 2018  

THANK YOU NOTES AND TESTIMONIALS 

Zachary Tate 

 
You are invited to the  

Koinonia Carnival  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Koinonia Camp & Conference Center 
 

October 20, 2018 
10 am - 6 pm 

 
 Free Family Fun 

Hayrides, Pumpkin patch activities,      

Horseback riding, Lunch, Campfire,                                    

and so much more!  

(Visit the  Koinonia website … 

www.christiancampohio.org for details.) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.discoveryadventurepark.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F06%2FDiscovery-Adventure-Park-Summer-Camps.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.discoveryadventurepark.org%2Fgroup-reservations%2Fsummer-camps%2F
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjKwceVo7bcAhVD_IMKHebDA6sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacredheartlynd.org%2Fschool%2Ffall-pumpkins-and-leaves%2F&psig=AOvVaw0I3FskwRm40eoYkCCV_3vS&ust=153247
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(Thank You Notes and Testimonials cont.) 

2018 PAINTBALL CAMP 

     Even though we are always exhausted after 

Paintball Camp, I hate saying, goodbye! We had a 

great team of counselors and campers this year. A 

beautiful camp ground with an amazing staff. Friend-

ships were made and lives were changed! This is 

what camp ministry is all about!   

 -- Shannon Monaghan, Koinonia                                         

     Paintball Camp  Director 2018   

_____________________________________ 

“Horsemanship Camp Was                                         

More Challenging This Year” 

      

 

 

      

     This is my 13th year attending Camp Koinonia and 

my 3rd year at Horsemanship camp. I normally ride 

“Ace” which is a cattle horse, originally owned by 

Pastor Royce of the Cowboy Church. This year I rode 

Shiloh which is Lori Brookes’ horse. He is a horse 

with a smoother ride and very easy bridle and saddle 

to tack on. 

     Camp this year was more challenging because it 

came with more responsibility. I learned how to clean 

Shiloh’s hooves, how to feed/hay him, how to muck 

his stall, how to comb out his mane and tail. I now 

have more respect for horse owners and their       

responsibilities. My riding got stronger along with my 

skills. I have improved each year: which is my goal. 

      I was able to ride Shiloh down to the snack 

shack and across the wooden porch … this is      

challenging for most horses. Shiloh is a very sensitive 

horse who has a great “horse-anality” (ha-ha). Even 

though I fell off of him, I got back on (with a step 

stool) (ha-ha again) because I am vertically        

challenged.  

      I felt my lesson this year to learn was “that    

Satan is like a Snickers candy bar” nothing good  

happens … he’s junk food. We need to feed ourselves 

spiritually. God is our avocado/advocate. He is nour-

ishing to our souls/and body and we must learn to 

feed ourselves by reading the Bible. 

  

Cassidee Yacklin 

First Baptist Church of Canton 

  

 

Koinonia Adventures (K.A.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Since 1974, Koinonia has been challenging 

people and groups to go beyond their 

perceived limits, to work with others to solve 

problems, and to experience success. Our 

programs include Low Challenge Courses,  

Climbing Adventures Indoor Traverse), 28 

benchmark aligned Outdoor Education              

Adventures, Paintball Adventures, Small 

Animal Interaction Adventures, Pheasant 

Hunting & Dog Training  Adventures,                                

Horsemanship Adventures, Horseback Riding 

Adventures, Driving Adventures and most  

recently the Shriners Hospital Erie, PA - 

Rough Riders Program and the EAGALA  

Therapy   programs. 

http://www.christiancampohio.org/ropes.html
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Staff Shenanigans 

 
This is what happens when the Koinonia Staff finds 

Randy’s unattended phone! 

 
Just look at those innocent faces! LOL 
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Random  2018 Koinonia                                    

Summer Camp Photos 

 
 
 

There is   

JOY             

in serving                         

and      

growing     

in              

JESUS!       

…  
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SWAT SATURDAYS 

Third Saturday of every month                                    

at Koinonia Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Servants Working All Together! 

Contact the camp for more info! 

Contact Info 

 

 

 
Koinonia Camp & Conference Center 

6810 Cork Cold Springs Rd. 

Geneva, Ohio 44041 

 

Phone: (440) 466-1278     Fax: (440) 466-6453 
 
Randy Brookes - Executive Director 
koinoniacamp2003@yahoo.com 
 
Lori Brookes -  Program/Publicity Manager 
info@christiancampohio.org 
 
Amie Gillespie - Office Manager  
officemanager@christiancampohio.org 
 
Elaine Jarvis - Newsletter Editor 
emjarvis37@gmail.com 

   

Koinonia Camp and Conference Center 

6810 Cork Cold Springs Road 

Geneva, OH 44041 

Visit the Koinonia website  
(christiancampohio.org) 

 
Please consider helping future generations of 
campers at  Koinonia by including the camp                           

in your estate planning. Thank you! 

Summer 2018 

mailto:info@christiancampohio.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjb497dx8baAhWQ2YMKHV5sDVkQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnvps.net%2Feast-oakview%2Four-parent-group%2Fattachment%2Fhelp-wanted%2F&psig=AOvVaw2PkKvTRIodVnVDhAgr6ypX&
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjemf3B9K3cAhVOF6wKHcqPCJIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Friverevespta.com%2Fsupport-pta%2Fpta-volunteer-month%2F&psig=AOvVaw1ir8w8TPXskD5yvGC0l8Xi&ust=153218405031

