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wanted the campers to do the same thing.
The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church

Executive Director’s Message

that they should follow his example as he followed the
example of Christ. To be an extraordinary summer
camp counselor it takes following Christ with all of your
life. I am inviting you to come and allow God to use all
of the gifts and talents that he has given you to help
change lives with Christ.
As an ending, I want to tell you about a counselor
named Fonty. Fonty was a well-seasoned counselor. He
no longer had the physical ability to run or play games.
He didn’t play guitar or have an amazing singing voice.
He wasn’t all that artistic. But what Fonty was able to
do was pray. And pray Fonty did. He carried a notebook and he talked to campers and he spent time
listening to everyone. And then Fonty prayed and
prayed and prayed. The moral of the story: Don’t ever
count yourself out. Fonty’s example has encouraged
me since I was a camper in high school and someday I
hope to have the impact on another that Fonty had on

1 Corinthians 11:1 - “Follow my example, as I follow
the example of Christ.”

Over the years I have had the privilege of working
with some amazing camp counselors. Some of them
have been short others very tall. Some of them could
sing like angels and others couldn’t tune a radio. One
guy could tell stories that kept children on the edge of
their seats, while another was so shy she barely spoke.
A few of them so enjoyed mud games that they were
the first in and the last out of the mud pit. Still some of
them every year developed illnesses or injuries just
moments before mud game. Some were athletic and
so many others.
others had two left feet. Some of them have been
young and others a lot more seasoned.

Eyes on the Prize

Fantastic counselors come in all shapes and sizes.

Each of those men and women who were such amazing Randy
counselors had different gifts and talents. Some of
them loved working with horses others loved spending
time with Jr. High Campers. It has never ceased to
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It seems the requirements to be an outstanding
counselor had little to do with looks, or abilities or even
physical stature. As I survey those counselors who
have filled the roll of being “Life Changers,” they all
had only one thing in common. Every outstanding, fantastic, amazing counselor has been following Jesus and
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Thank you to all who have faithfully helped make
ministry happen at Koinonia Camp. Now go and have

2018 ANNUAL KOINONIA DUCK RACE

some “milk and quackers” and pray for all of the
campers coming this year.

What’s for breakfast on April 29, 2018? That’s easy –
Milk and Quackers!
Who would have thought that 1500 rubber duckies and a shallow creek could help change lives for
Christ? That is exactly what happens every year with
the Koinonia Duck Race.
And this year is no
exception as Koinonia is teaming up with Heart Reach
Neighborhood Ministries and helping campers from
the Youngstown area get to camp.
The actual race takes only about 5 minutes but
the prep begins months in advance. Every duck
needs a number and every number needs a ticket
and every ticket needs someone and every someone
needs to understand the importance of being at
camp.
The first thing that happens is businesses who
believe in the ministry donate prizes. Then tickets are
printed. Then tickets are sold. Then ducks are
numbered. Then the ducks are loaded into the bucket
of the tractor. Then the bucket of the tractor is
emptied in the creek and the excitement begins. The
first three ducks to cross the finish line receive gift
cards for successfully completing the race. Last year
(2017) the first prize and third prizes were donated
back to bring more campers to camp.

DID YOU KNOW THAT KOINONIA CAMP
HAS A WISH LIST ON AMAZON?

Instructions to get to the Amazon Wish
List:
1. Go to Amazon.com
2. Sign in to your Account
3. Click on Account & Lists (Top Right
Corner)
4. Scroll down to Find a List or Registry
5. Click on the Search Bar that Appears
6. Type in Koinonia Camp
7. The List should come up labeled:
“2017 Koinonia Wish List”
Thank you!

The true excitement happens in June, July and
August as we are witnesses to the life changing
power of the Holy Spirit working on campers. The
true excitement happens as we are part of a life
being surrendered to Christ. The true excitement
happens when we see Changed Lives. And the true
excitement happens because someone bought a $5
Duck Race ticket to help a kid come to camp.
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“ Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so much.”
—Helen Keller

Fellowship and Fun Are a Trademark of Koinonia
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Rough Rider Program at Koinonia

Someone Making a Difference!

Shriner’s Hospital - Erie, PA

My name is Cheyenne. I have been a volunteer in

Sitting up, walking upright and using the bath- our Rough Riders’ Program since we started it. I love
room… all things that are often taken for granted. volunteering and seeing the growth the kids make. It
Yet for many children born with core muscle issues is amazing to see the improvement they make. Right
they are an everyday struggle. The equine assisted now I am working with a little girl who is developmentally delayed and struggles to communicate and
follow instructions. When she first started, she would
not follow directions. She would just sit on the horse
and look around. I got so excited when she first did
one of the exercises that we asked her to do. You
also get to know the kids. Some of the kids are shy
when they first come to Rough Riders, but it is
the abdominal area.
No child should suffer from incontinence or have amazing to see them open up and start to feel
to be embarrassed at school by having multiple comfortable. I love to be able to see the kids improve
“accidents”. In conjunction with Shriners Hospital, we and grow. Cheyenne
Rough Rider program at Koinonia Camp targets
building core muscles through riding that helps.
Children between the ages of 4 and 9 attend 45
minute sessions twice a week. While being lead
around the arena on horseback the children participate in movements that help strengthen muscles in

work with children and families to improve core
muscles to decrease and eliminate incontinence. Note: Cheyenne is a freshman at a local high school
While, each rider is physically impacted by the riding, and attends one of the ABC churches in the area near
every family member feels the effects as the child’s the camp. She has been attending Koinonia Camp
self-image improves and family outings are less since she was eight years old. She has found a way
stressful. Along with the participants’ family-life being to give back and help change lives. Along with Rough
changed, the many volunteers who serve these Riders, Cheyenne serves as one of our summer staff.
children experience the rush of success for every While being a busy teenager, she has also become a
report of successful dry days at school.
servant leader. I am excited to see how God chooses
The program runs year round but the restroom to use Cheyenne in the days to come. Randy
facilities are not built for winter months. Our hope is
to remodel the restroom facilities to be ADA
compliant and ready for the bitter cold of North East
Ohio. In order to make this happen new windows,
doors, insulation and heating systems must be installed. Partner with Koinonia to help others sit, walk
and use the bathroom…all things that are often
taken for granted.
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Summer Fun at Koinonia

Look, I Caught One!

I Got a Fish! Do I Have to Touch It?

Girls Can Catch Fish, Too!

Lazy Days of Summer!
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Visit the Koinonia website
(christiancampohio.org)

SWAT SATURDAYS

Contact Info

Third Saturday of every month
at Koinonia Camp

Koinonia Camp & Conference Center
6810 Cork Cold Springs Rd.
Geneva, Ohio 44041
Phone: (440) 466-1278

Fax: (440) 466-6453

Randy Brookes - Executive Director
koinoniacamp2003@yahoo.com

Servants Working All Together!
Contact the camp for more info!

Lori Brookes - Program/Publicity Manager
info@christiancampohio.org
Amie Gillespie - Office Manager
officemanager@christiancampohio.org
Elaine Jarvis - Newsletter Editor
emjarvis37@gmail.com

Please consider helping future generations of
campers at Koinonia by including the camp
in your estate planning. Thank you!
6

