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happening at the camp. After our discussion he came
to the conclusion … funding the new high ropes equipment was what was laid out for him to accomplish. I
tell you this to simply tell you what he chose to call this
endeavor – “Operation Purpose”. Walt is using all of his
many miles of on foot travel to raise the needed funds
to build a climbing wall in the Ebenezer building at

Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) — 10 For we are God’s
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned
for us long ago.
“OPERATION PURPOSE”
I remember being in high school and taking tests to
find out what I would enjoy doing the rest of my life.
They were going to tell a sixteen-year-old boy what
career he was best suited for by giving him a “fill in the
circle completely” test. I sometimes wonder if they ever
figured out the pattern I was trying to draw was Bugs

camp. He has set a lofty goal of raising $15,000 dollars.
Walt searched his life and decided that there must be
“something else”. He looked around to see what God
was doing and asked how he could join Him in it. He
was looking for purpose for all of his activity.
Paul writes in Ephesians 2 that at one time we were
“dead because of our disobedience … but God”. Paul
goes on to tell us that because God loves us so much
he gave us life in Christ and that this life only comes
through grace. Then Paul pens Ephesians 2:10 – “For
we are God’s masterpiece.” By God’s grace we are
created into a masterpiece.
But Paul was not finished with that statement. He
goes on to say “He created us anew in Christ Jesus, so
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”
Did I hear purpose in that statement? That is exactly

Bunny. I also wonder what those test would have
discovered if I had really taken them seriously. What
would have been my “best fit career”? I mean am I
fulfilling my purpose in life?
Come on, be honest – how many times have you
asked yourself that question? Maybe it is just me, but I

think it is all of us, who want our lives to mean somewhat I read. Our purpose comes through the grace of
thing. Sometimes we chase fame, fortune, easy living
God creating us new in Christ Jesus – to do what he
or power but they never seem to satisfy. We look at
has already planned for us to do.
what we are doing with our lives and wonder; does it
So I guess my question is simple: “Got Purpose?”
make a difference?
(Please See Purpose, Pg. 2)
Sometimes, even our recreational activities drive us
to ask this question of purpose. That is the story of
Walt Anderson. The short of the story is this: Walt
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found a passion for running a couple of years ago. As
he began to run he realized that there must be more
to all of his activity than simply spending energy. That
is when Walt approached me to ask about what was
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2017 Amazon Wish List—a way to “gift”
Koinonia Camp
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(Operation Purpose, Cont.)

The only way anyone ever finds their real
purpose is to surrender to the love of God in Christ
Jesus, accept the grace offered us, and then begin
doing what God has already planned. Let me say
that God’s plan always includes helping others come
to His grace and grow in His grace. At Koinonia
Camp we call that Changed Lives – and that is our
purpose. We invite you to come and be involved in
what God is doing at Koinonia Camp – come help
make the ministry happen.
Eyes on The Prize
Randy

run almost 700 miles since the beginning of the
year. At the track I began to run 1 minute, walk 2
minutes. The following week I ran 2 minutes and
walked 1 minutes. This continued for several weeks
until
I
needed
a
greater
challenge.
At this point I decided to just start running and
see how far I could go. It started with 1.5 miles
without stopping, then 2 , then 3 miles. Once I hit
3 miles without stopping I just keep going. I
entered a 5K trail race in October of 2015 and ran it
in 30 minutes.
After that race I wondered, "What next?" So, I
signed up for a half marathon (13.1 miles) for

Thanksgiving weekend of 2015 in Berlin, Ohio. I
___________________________________________________ completed "Conquer the Hills" in 2:11(2 hours 11
minutes). Well, the next step? Marathon!
OPERATION PURPOSE
January of last year I began training for the
Cleveland Marathon. Everything was going well till I
hit the 16 mile long run in training in the month of
March. I came down with shingles. This took much
out of me and so I downgraded to the half marathon. It was for the best. I needed more running
experience before tackling my first marathon.

Walt Anderson
"Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the
Lord's purpose that prevails." Proverbs 19:21
Little did I know in July of 2015 when I started
running that God was preparing me for greater
things, His purpose. Marti had gotten released from
the doctor, after knee surgery, to resume regular
activities. She began to go to the track in Conneaut
to walk. At that time I was laid off. I decided to go
to the track with her as a way to spend time with
her and to keep active while off of work.
I had run cross country in high school and so
running seemed logical. Although, I always told
Marti that in high school I had run enough to last
me a lifetime. How wrong I was!

I ran the Cleveland Half Marathon in May of
2016 in the hail and sleet and finished in 2:02. In
June, I ran my first Ultra Marathon. Any distance
over 26.2 miles. Typical distances of ultras are 50K
(31 miles), 50 miles, 100K (62 miles), and 100
miles. I ran the 50K at the Eagle Up Ultra in Canal
Fulton, Ohio. I ran 15 miles before noon, and
finished the last 16 in the evening due to the
heat.
My
official time was 13:30.
In October I ran the Bridge to Bridge Half Marathon in Ashtabula and set my half marathon personal record (PR) of 1:58:03. Then in November I
returned to Berlin, Ohio to the site of my first half
marathon to see how much I have improved. I
shaved 7 minutes from my previous years time.
I believe it was in September, I began to reflect
on some of the races I had run. In every race, part
of the proceeds goes to some charity or fund raiser.

Fast forward 20+ years. Now I'm 42, and have

(Please See Operation Purpose, Pg.3)
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and physically. I have dedicated 2017 to Operation
Purpose. I began training, January 1, for the Hall of
Fame Marathon in Canton, Ohio which takes place on
April 30th. Since January 1, I have run 621.63 miles,
put in 100.1 hours and overcome a recent calf
strain. I have run through the winter, with snow
beards as my reward. I have run through the sleet,
rain, hail. I have run at 3:30 am and 8:00 pm. I
was even questioned by a
Conneaut Police Officer while on one
of my runs during the winter,
around 4 am. He pulls up beside
me with his window rolled down
and asked, "What are you doing?" I felt like stealing the line
from Jeff Foxworthy, "Here's your
sign." But I didn't. I said, "I'm running." He responded, "Do you always run in this weather?" I said,
"Yes, I'm training for a marathon." He told me to
have a good day and then sped off.
Running has taught me that I am capable of more
then I ever thought. But I can't do it alone. I am
only able to do this because of the support group
around me. My wife, Marti,
and daughters, Cheyenne and
Hannah have been understanding. And, they like it when we
travel to races! As part of
Ashtabula Distance Runners, I
have many friends who have
ran on training runs with me
and given me advice. I see
Infield Chiropractic, Whychock
Physical Therapy, and Euphoria
Massage to keep my body in
working order. But, the most are you the people. Your prayers are appreciated and most needed. Without your support we would not be at
$1,000.00 of $15,000.

The Amish Half Marathon in Berlin, Ohio is a fund
raiser for the Volunteer Fire Department. The Cleveland Marathon donates to Prayers for Maria, Children's Glioma Cancer Foundation. Other local races I
entered, proceeds went to animal shelters, women's
shelters, funds to repair sidewalks, and scholarships
in memory of students who where bullied in school
and committed suicide.
These are all good causes, but I felt I could put
my money and running to a greater cause, one that
makes an eternal difference.
After the Cleveland Half Marathon, I felt like God
was telling me to help Camp Koinonia. I didn't quite
know how. So, I let it stew for a while. I had started
following KP Kelly, a marathon runner, on Twitter. He
runs 100 marathons in 100 days. I was so fascinated
by that! Every marathon is a fund raiser for a specific charity. I can do that! I can help raise funds for
Camp Koinonia!
So, I sat down with Randy and explained that I
wanted to run for Camp Koinonia and raise money
for a project on his bucket list. Randy indicated The
Rock wall and High Ropes … and we would need between $12,000 to $15,000 to make this come to life.
A dinner followed with Randy, Lori, my wife and I
to talk about the specifics. Getting the information on
the web site. Speaking to churches within the association. Tracking donations, and miles, and coming up
with a name for the project.
I had read, 2 Timothy, 1:9. "He has saved us and
called us to a holy life-not because of anything we

have done but because of his own purpose." I keyed
in on the word "Purpose." We were created to have
a relationship with God. Despite our efforts to mess
things up He has a purpose for each and everyone of
us. My purpose is to use my legs to run and Help
Camp Koinonia raise $15,000 for a rock wall and
high ropes. Camp Koinonia's purpose is to Change
Lives and help give them an eternal purpose. Hence,
Operation Purpose.
God has asked me to challenge myself spiritually

(Please See Operation Purpose, Pg. 4)
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running like crazy.
Now from my point of view. Life gets interesting

(Operation Purpose, Cont.)

It is my hope that as I run, you would consider
supporting Operation Purpose. Make it fun. Make it a when your husband starts running everyday … rain,
challenge. You can track my miles on the camp web snow, sleet, fog, sunshine, and darkness. Walt likes
site and the progress of funds received. Perhaps you to run in the early morning, if possible. So he is
can give per mile or make a contribution based on a either waking me up at 3:30 in the morning getting
particular race. You can make a donation by going to ready or I am at work and hearing from friends "Do
the camp web site, scrolling down to Operation
you know Walt is out running already?" … and I just
Purpose Progress and clicking on the GOFUNDME
shake my head. Dinner menus now revolve around
button or you can send contributions directly to the
camp and mark it Operation Purpose.

what he needs to eat to maintain his body. Weekend
plans either are for races or scheduled for after his
run for the day. We have one free day during the

Thank you! Walt Anderson

week were he is not running. This means we can try
to eat as a family.
As he continues to run for this project we ask for
your prayers for him to keep him safe and healthy.
Marti Anderson

DID YOU KNOW THAT KOINONIA
CAMP HAS A WISH LIST ON AMAZON?

___________________________________________

Instructions to get to the
Amazon Wish List:
1. Go to Amazon.com
2. Sign in to your Account
3. Click on Account & Lists (Top Right
Corner)

Hannah, Walt, Marti and Cheyenne

First let me introduce myself and give you a little
background. After that I will give you my side of the
story. My name is Marti Anderson … wife to Walt and

4. Scroll down to Find a List or
Registry
5. Click on the Search Bar that Appears
6. Type in Koinonia Camp
7. The List should come up labeled:
“2017 Koinonia Wish List”
Thank you!

mother to our two girls Cheyenne and Hannah.
In December 2014 I had to have what was supposed to be a simple knee scope. Not the case. In
June of 2015 I started walking to rehab my
knee. Walt made the comment that he ran enough
in school he was not going to start running
again. That was almost two years ago and he is
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Visit the Koinonia website
(christiancampohio.org)

SWAT SATURDAYS

Contact Info

Third Saturday of every month
at Koinonia Camp

Koinonia Camp & Conference Center
6810 Cork Cold Springs Rd.
Geneva, Ohio 44041
Phone: (440) 466-1278

Fax: (440) 466-6453

Randy Brookes - Executive Director
koinoniacamp2003@yahoo.com

Servants Working All Together!
Contact the camp for more info!

Lori Brookes - Program/Publicity Manager
info@christiancampohio.org
Amie Gillespie - Office Manager
officemanager@christiancampohio.org
Elaine Jarvis - Newsletter Editor
emjarvis37@gmail.com

Please consider helping future generations of
campers at Koinonia by including the camp
in your estate planning. Thank you!
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