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AAA/ABC Leadership Change

FROM THE MODERATOR

Due to the resignation of Rev. Jon Lobos as
Moderator of the Association, Vice Moderator Rev.
Kevin K. Thomas is the Acting Moderator for the
remainder of this year. An election will be held at the

September 18, 2017
Dear Akron Association Board Members and Friends,
I have good news and sad news to share with
you. The good news is God has opened the door for
me to assume the pastorate at the First Baptist
Church in Cambridge, OH. I will begin there on
October 15th.
The sad news is that I have to officially resign as
Moderator of the Akron Association. It has been my
honor and privilege to serve with you. My prayer is
that the Association will continue to find new avenues
to help people with their spiritual and physical needs.

Fall Trustees’ Meeting at which time Rev. Thomas has
agreed to run as a candidate for the 2018 Moderator

May God bless you and your families.

the Massillon First family for hosting the 2017 association events.

position. The slate of potential officers will be presented at the trustees’ meeting along with the names
of persons who are willing to serve on ministry teams
and standing committees. Auxiliary leadership names
will be included as well.
Rev. Thomas is chairing the Fall Trustees’ meeting
as well as bringing greetings at the rally on behalf of
the association. He is working with Rev. Dr. Roger
Alber, rally host pastor, in coordinating both the
trustees’ meeting and the rally. A special thanks to
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ABC - Ohio Town Hall Meeting Scheduled

We have ample space to accommodate people, so
you are welcome to invite someone to attend with

At the AAA/ABC Trustees’ Meeting

you. I certainly do hope you can make the town hall.
Your thoughts and insights will go a long way in helping provide the feedback and ideas needed to grow
our region.
I look forward to sharing with you on October 15th.
Peace and blessing,

Dear Members and Friends of the Akron Area
Association of American Baptist Churches,

Dr. Ernest H. Jones
Executive Minister

Greetings in the name of “…Him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to His power that is at work within us.” I
write to personally invite you to attend a town hall
meeting scheduled for Sunday, October 15, 2017, at
First Baptist Church, 20 Sixth Street SE, Massillon,
OH 44646. The event is slated to begin at 3 p.m.
The purpose of the town hall is two-fold:
1) Though I have met some of you in smaller settings, there has not been an occasion to gather as an
association in a meet and greet format. 2) This town
hall is an opportunity for me to share what I’ve
learned about ABC/Ohio over the last year and a half
and solicit your concerns and ideas regarding the
Region and your ministries. Some possible topics to
explore during the evening are:

__________________________________________
Notice
There will be an abbreviated trustees’ business
meeting prior to the town hall portion of the 3 - 4:30
pm meeting time in order to take care of essential
impending matters relating to the work of the association that must be addressed prior to the end of this
year. The entire trustees’ meeting is open to anyone
who wishes to attend; however, only association
trustees will have voting rites at the business portion
of the meeting.

What’s working well with ABC/Ohio?
What are some of the biggest challenges you or
your churches are experiencing?
Baptist identity in our changing society?
When you think of your most urgent needs, what
are the two or three that come immediately to
your mind?



If ABC-Ohio could change a few things, in what

way could we change to help you fulfill more of your
mission
The future of congregations in changing
neighborhoods
Is there a region-wide area of ministry we should
address?
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CHURCHES IN THE NEWS
Fall 2017

and Ketly Pierre in the East Coast area of the country.
They will help build a church for Hatian Refugees in
the Dominican Republic.
The Seeker’s Sunday school class at Canton First
has begun a new study, “Dream for your Marriage” by
Chip Ingram. The class meets Sunday mornings at
9:30 am.
Seville

By Joyce Crislip

First

held

the

annual

sum m er

outdoor worship and picnic on July 30 at Cy Hewitt
Massillon First began a new fellow ship
Park. Music was shared by Willis Riggenbach on the
group in August called “Wisdom Seekers”… This
dulcimer, message by Pastor Payne, cookout and lots
group will have intellectual discussions on a broad
of potluck food, games for the kids and radio conrange of subjects, books, and other readings. This
trolled races.
group will meet once a month.
A special ground-breaking ceremony and celebraMembers and friends at Springfield enjoyed a trip
tion for the planned activities building was held Septo the John Glenn Museum in New Concord, Ohio and
tember 17th at Springfield. There followed a special
the National road-Zane Grey Museum in Norwich,
luncheon. This was the day the fellowship prayed
Ohio in September.
and looked forward to for many years.
Fall activities have resumed after a summer resPastor Jon Lobos will be leaving the Trinity fellowpite. Church choirs are reassembling. Canton First
ship for a call to pastor First Baptist Church in
choir reconvened on August 31 and has already
Cambridge, Ohio. He had been pastor at Trinity
begun rehearsal for the Christmas program!!
seven years. He felt that “When the Lord tells you to
The members at Trinity hosted a Hospitality Tent
move – you pack your U-haul and move – no
at the North Canton Main Street Festival in August.
questions asked.”
The tent was a place where people could sit down
Children’s Ministry at Canton First sponsored four
and enjoy resting and a bit of food. This was a welsummer Safari field trips in July and August. These
comed event.
trips included a visit to the Cleveland Science Center,
Pastor Payne and Kimberly Payne will host a
Warther’s Museum and Schoenbrunn Village, the
Sunday evening Bible study series at Seville First.
Football Hall of Fame “First Play” event in Canton, and
The study is called “Safe People” and runs from
a Back to School Bash at Chuck E. Cheese at The
October 1 to December 5. All are welcome to attend.
Strip in North Canton.
Search committee has been interviewing for a
Massillon First hosted a flu shot clinic in the
Youth Minister position at Canton First. One candichurch narthex on September 10 from 8:30 am to
date has been interviewed and more are being sched12:30 pm. This was sponsored in cooperation with
uled. The members are praying they will secure the
Rite Aid Pharmacy.
best and right person.
“Seville Arts Project” began September 13 at
Mark the date: November 3 and 4. Springfield
Seville First. The project is for youth, grades 1
will be hosting the Holiday Craft Show from 9 am to 4
through 4 and offers instruction in Music, Drama, Sign
pm. Call the church for instructions on registering to
Language, Dance, Drumming, Jumping Rope and Art.
host a table.
The six-week adventure will end with the annual FBCS
A mission trip is being planned by members of
FALL FESTIVAL on October 22.
Massillon First in January, 2018, to the Dom ini(Please See Churches in the News, Pg. 4)
can Republic. The group will be working with Vital
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(Continued, Churches in the News)

The youth at Trinity enjoyed a day at Cedar Point
on September 16, attending “Point Fest”. They each
packed a lunch and took money for drinks, snacks
and dinner. The church sponsored a portion of the
admission cost.
“Moms on the Move” is beginning a new year of
fellowship and Bible study. Wednesday mornings
from 9:30 to noon in the Massillon First’s carriage
house. There will be Bible study, prayer, coffee, exercise, creativity and fellowship for Moms. Little
ones are welcome, too!
Life Line Screening was held at Canton First in
August. This screening facility helps identify risk factors in men and women. Many took advantage of
this community-based preventive health screening.
Junior Youth Group at Massillon First will be collecting and making homeless blessing bags at the
end of September. The goal is to make at least 50
bags. Church family is asked to donate items needed for the Blessing Bags. Bags will then be available
to any of the members of the church to put in their
cars to be given out when a homeless person is spotted.
Seville First Youth Group attended the
“Point Fest” at Cedar Point in September.
A Ladies’ Book Club will be held at Canton First
monthly to discuss and share thoughts on Christian
based, inspirational, uplifting books. The Fellowship
Team will provide four or more books of the same
title to share and circulate among ladies who join the
book club.

Rev. Robert Hughes
Rev. Hughes was born in Bucyrus, Ohio to Hugh
T. and Reba (Craner) Hughes. He graduated from
Bucyrus High School in 1945. He preached his first
sermon at the age of 14 in his grandfather’s church.
After seminary, he pastored churches in Marietta,
Painesville, Loudonville, Attica and Cuyahoga Falls.
From 1967 - 1977, he worked for Children’s Services in Lake and Trumbull counties while doing several short interims. After he retired in 1991, he
served as interim pastor in 23 churches in Ohio,
West Virginia, Pennsylvania and New York. He also
was a substitute teacher at Seneca East High School
in Attica, Ohio in the early eighties.
Robert was a member of Attica Lodge #367 F &
AM and the Rotary Clubs of Attica and Cuyahoga
Falls. He was very active in the Welsh National
Gymanfa Ganu Association. He was instrumental in
starting the American Baptist Churches of Ohio Lay
Pastor Training Program.
He is survived by his wife of 67 years R. Kathleen
(Stephenson), originally of Ironton, Ohio; children,
Stephanie (Steve) Colton, Swen Peterman, David,
Heidi (Robert) Carr, Laurie Yeckle, Daniel, and
Gretchen (Greg) Fiocca; 16 grandchildren, 15 great
grandchildren with one on the way; brother Harry
Hughes; and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his daughter, Debra Anderson;
son-in-law Julius Yeckle and sister, Marilyn Harrer.

“Do all the good you can. By all the means
you can. In all the ways you can. In all the
places you can. At all the times you can. To
all the people you can. As long as
ever you can.”

John Wesley, Theologian
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Bondage Breaker’s, Inc.

When Kelly and I saw each other
for the first time, we could not let go

of each other. Love expresses itself in
ways that we have not been able to
fully comprehend. I saw Kelly’s presence as Gods assurance, that everything with mom
As we embrace the coming of fall, the beauty of
will be alright,
God’s creation with the turning of the leaves, the
grass and the change in humidity, we are grateful. and that my labor in BBI minisBondage Breakers, Inc. is nearing the end of another try has not been in vain, in
travel season. We were able to minister in eight (8) Him.
I thank God for life’s lessons and I have asked myinstitutional facilities. On October 21, 2017, we will
conclude our travel for the year. Because there is so self, “what do I do now (that mom is gone)? The unmuch excitement about serving the Lord by BBI par- spoken answer is continue to “trust God,” and keep
ticipants, we are gearing up now for the 2018 calendar. God is to be praised!
As a child of the church, and one who had been
raised in a very nuclear, patriarchal family, sometimes
I have lived my life in “Neverland.” Let me explain.

working while it is called today!

Bless you all!
Rev. Dr. Alicia J. Malone
Bondage Breakers, Inc. (Prison Reentry Agency)

Throughout the years of academic scholarship, teach- 330-701-0576
ing and preaching ministry, chaplains’ ministry, and I
____________________________________
could go on and on ... the death of my mom, threw
2017Akron Area Association Calendar
me for a loop!
Every August the children of incarcerated parents,
children who are living below the poverty line are extremely excited about going to Camp. NOT TO MENTION, ME TOO! As the Lord would have it, the annual
David S. Mosley Camp did not occur. Instead, family
Executive Leadership Team Meeting
members elected to celebrate my mom’s home going
The November 13th ELT meeting will be held
the week of Camp and funeralize her on August 16.
at Canton First Baptist Church at 5:30 pm.
My (the Lords of course) children were disappointed
yet extremely loving, caring and completely empathetTrustees’ Meeting
ic.
The Fall 2017 Trustees’ and Town Hall Meeting
Their empathy spoke volumes to me. Their empawill be held on
October 15th beginning at 3
thy helped me push pass the emotional and relational
pm … prior to the Fall Akron Area Association
pain I experienced during this time of great loss. We
Dinner and Rally - First Baptist Church of
were “raised mommy and daddy kids” baby boomers
Massillon … 20 Sixth St SE, Massillon, Ohio
who hung on tight to the values and more’s that were
44646 … (330-832-1234).
instilled in us. Let me finish the story. Not only were
the children a blessing, but one of BBI’s clients ended
up being my mom’s nurse at Manor Care Nursing Facility. What a blessing!
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solve, and our leaders have no adequate answers. Oh,
they all have plans, they all have goals…but they don’t

October Pastor’s Column

seem to have a vision. If a vision is imparted by God,
we need to look to God as the source of light and life.
Many have suggested that we are living in a
“wilderness” similar to the forty year period that Israel

“In those days the word of the Lord was rare;
there were not many visions.”
1 Samuel 3:1
The story is told of the building of a cathedral in
the middle ages, involving hundreds of construction
workers. Someone went to three stone masons and
asked them what they were doing. One said, “I’m
laying one stone upon another, all day long.” Another said, “I’m doing this work in order to feed my
family.” The third said, “I’m building a magnificent
cathedral to the glory of God!”
This story illustrates the difference between a
plan, a goal, and a vision. A plan is about “what,” a
goal is about “how,” and a vision is about “why.”
George Barna defines a vision as “a clear and precise mental portrait of a preferable future imparted
by God to His chosen servants, based on an accurate understanding of God, self and circumstances.”
When Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said, “I have a
dream,” he really had a vision – a clear and precise
mental portrait of a preferable future, which he believed was imparted by God. Biblically, a vision is
more like a revelation. Many of the prophetic books
begin, for example: “The vision of Obadiah…” “The
book of the vision of Nahum…” Isaiah begins, “The
vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem…” Along the
way, God speaks to people in visions. When Aaron
and Miriam oppose Moses in Numbers 12, God says
to them, “When a prophet of the Lord is among you,
I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in
dreams” (v. 6).
But our focus verse this month speaks of a time
when the word of the Lord was rare, when there
were not many visions. It begins the story of the
priestly transition from Eli to Samuel. It was a time
of spiritual dryness in the land. I can’t help but think
we live in a similar time.
We are beset by problems we just can’t seem to

experienced between their leaving the comfort and
familiarity of Egypt and arriving at the Promised Land
in Canaan. We know we have left the comfort and familiarity of the past, but we do not have clarity and
direction about where we are going or what will
emerge. It is an “in between” time for us: the word of
the Lord is rare, and there are not many visions. At
such times, it is especially important that we remain
faithful.
The good news is that transitional times are temporary. It was not long after the stage is set in 1 Samuel 3 that the Lord calls Samuel, who replies, “Speak,
Lord, for your servant is listening” (v.10). May we also
be listening, so that when God speaks, we will hear
and respond.
Pressing On,

Pastor Malcolm Hall
Springfield Baptist Church
New Activities Building
Ground Breaking Celebration

September 17, 2017
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Missions in the News

Mission in Action!

During the American Baptist Home Mission Biennial
Summit in Portland, Oregon, all of our eyes were
opened to so much. One of the more interesting tours
was the tour to the Japanese American Historical Plaza (Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center). The tour guide
was passionate and thorough regarding the occur-

Love supports students who are finishing up their midterms and projects in the coming month. Let’s pray for
them and Kim!.
Let us remember the many initiatives of the International Ministry. Our missionaries, Dan and Sharon
Butry, who I had the privilege to meet and talk with
during the Biennial, in Portland. Together we can pray
and praise God for the many hands and feet of Jesus
who are providing help for Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico
and every area that sustained loss of life and damage
during these horrendous hurricanes.
One wonders: “Can we hear the Lord speaking,

rences of the Japanese American Incarceration during
WWII. I found it amazing how what we were taught in through it all?”

American History class, does not line up with the reality presented at the museum. On the contrary, what Rev. Dr. Alicia J. Malone
made me extremely proud is that through the Ameri- AAA /ABC- Missions
can Baptist there are many friends and supporters of
this Historical Museum who are embracing the Truth.
During
the
Summit
there
were
many
“conversation” that are currently infecting and affecting us all on a national front in society as we live it.
One conversation, in particular, called our attention to
Anti-violence.” Questions such as, “In what ways is

The Koinonia Booth
at the 2017 Geneva Grape Jamboree
in Geneva, Ohio.
The festival takes
place the last full
week-end in Sept.
This was the 47th
year for the
Jamboree.
Koinonia Camp
has an informational
booth on the front
lawn of the United
Church. Thank you
United Church
family.

this priority urgent for you?” “Do you find hope related
to this priority?” “What is your church doing to address this priority?” These questions are provocative
and “real.” In some areas, these questions might even
be an insult. Again, I thank God that the ABHMS is not
ignoring the realities that we as God’s people face
every day.
Are you ready to hear exciting news from our missionaries Peter and Sarah McCurdy? Sarah will be here
soon. Fact, on October 3rd and 4th, Sarah will join us
at the Annual Gathering. In addition, she will travel
across Ohio from the 5th until the 13th. Would you pray
for safe unhindered travel as we are sure she will
bring Good News, the “kerygma?”
We are grateful for our missionary Kim Brown. We
praise God and pray for the various mission assignments that the Lord has placed in her hands. One,
being the Christian Center for the Development of
Persons with Disabilities; (2), the House of Love. The
first needs no explanation. However, the House of

Call Springfield Baptist for more info… 330-784-3114.
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Elaine M. Jarvis
The Ark Editor
2212 Royer St., NE
Hartville, OH 44632

Fall 2017

Association Website
(aaa-abc.com)
Facebook
Akron Area Association of

American Baptist Churches
Koinonia Website
(christiancampohio.org)

“THE ARK”

NEWSLETTER CONTACT
INFORMATION
Joyce Crislip
47 E. Main Street
Seville, OH 44273
Phone: 330-769-3343
oksmilegodlovesyou@yahoo.com

Articles

and

info

for

the

Winter

2018

AAA/ABC

Quarterly newsletter are due on or before January 22, 2018.
The newsletter will be emailed or mailed to churches in the

Elaine M. Jarvis

association, trustees, and others. Thanks to everyone who

2212 Royer St., NE
Hartville, OH 44632

have indicated your support of the Akron Area Association

provides information for “The Ark” and to those of you who
and this newsletter.

Phone: 330-607-0226
emjarvis37@gmail.com

Please don’t hesitate to contact Joyce Crislip or Elaine
Jarvis to publicize upcoming events at your church and/or
specific events in the ministries of your church, the
association and of the Region. If you would like to receive a
copy of The Ark, or know of someone who would like to be
added to the mailing list, or if you wish to discontinue
receiving this newsletter, please let us know.
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AKRON AREA ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES

FALL RALLY

Sunday, October 15, 2017

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Earnest H. Jones
ABC/Ohio Executive Minister
3:00p Trustees Meeting
4:30p Chicken Dinner (Reservations Required)
$7 Adult (18 and over)
$3 (Children & Youth)
5:30p Worship & Keynote Speaker

First Baptist Church of Massillon
20 – 6th Street, SE
Massillon, OH 44646
330-832-1234

Child Care Provided
Deadline for Reservations 2:00p, Friday, October 6
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